
Hello,	I	am	writing	to	you	because	I	think	that	candidate	Keith	Effler	sent	out	a	convert	political	
advertisement	that	hasn't	been	reported	as	part	of	the	spending	on	his	campaign.	The	person	who	is	
documented	as	the	editor	emailed	me	and	confirmed	that	they	used	public	record	voter	information	to	send	
the	ad	out.	
		
It	is	my	understanding	that	the	voter	registration	data	base	can	only	be	used	for	political	activity.	They	are	
claiming	this	is	actually	a	new	quarterly	paper	that	they	will	be	sending	out,	and	admit	that	numerous	
companies	have	paid	for	it	to	go	out	in	specifically	district	4	but	will	not	say	who	it	was.	
		
		
Please	see	my	evidence	listed	below	and	attached.	
		
Thank	you.	
		
________________________________________________________________	
A	newspaper	called	The	Rain	Shadow	Report	was	mailed	last	week	to	Yakima	City	Council	District	#4	voters.	
Residents	who	were	not	voters	did	not	receive	a	copy.	The	newspaper	claims	to	be	the	"brainchild"	of	Kyle	
Smith,	who	supposedly	is	its	editor	in	chief.	It	states		that	the	publication	is	"on	your	doorstep	because	a	local	
company	kicked	in	cash	to	make	this	issue	available	to	Yakima's	district	4	for	free."	The	sponsoring	company	
is	not	identified.	I	attempted	to	find	out	what	company	paid	for	the	paper	by	emailing	the	editor.	He	did	not	
disclose	who	invested	in	the	paper	when	he	responded	to	my	email,	but	did	admit	that	they	had	used	voter	
registration	information	via	public	record	to	target	registered	voters.	(Screenshots	of	the	emails	attached	‐	
titled:	Kyle	email	pg	1‐5).	
		
The	Rain	Shadow	Report	is	tied	to	Keith	Effler,	one	of	the	candidates	running	for	council	from	that	district,	
but	is	written	is	such	a	way	to	suggest	it	is	an	objective,	independent	publication.	Of	all	the	candidates	
interviewed,	Effler	is	clearly	portrayed	in	the	best	light.	(Pictures	of	paper	attached	‐	titled:	RSR	cover	‐	pg	12)	
		
Consider	these	facts:	
		
1.	Keith	Effler	and	Zachary	Stambaugh	are	friends	and	business	and	political	associates.	Both	ran	for	Yakima	
County	commissioner	last	year	and	both	lost	in	the	primary	election.	They	coordinated	their	campaigns	and	
produced	a	joint	campaign	website.	
		
2.	Stambaugh	and	his	brother,	Andrew,	both	wrote	candidate	profiles	for	The	Rain	Shadow	Report.	Andrew	
donated	$300	to	the	Effler	campaign	
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local)	and	organizations	and	people	tied	to	Zachary	gave	more	than	$2,000.	
		
3.	Stambaugh	is	associated	with	the	Conquest	Church	of	Yakima,	which	donated	$1,000	to	the	Effler	
campaign.	(http://datagovus.com/washington‐corporation.php?id=603570411)	
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local)	
		
4.	According	to	the	Secretary	of	State's	office,	Conquest	Church,	was	a	for‐profit	limited	liability	corporation.	
Its	LLC	registration	expired	Dec.	13,	2016	and	it	was	dissolved	on	May	1,	2017.	
(http://datagovus.com/washington‐corporation.php?id=603570411)	Yet	the	donation	to	Effler	was	made	on	
May	25,	2016,	three	weeks	after	the	dissolution.	
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local)	
		
4.	Officers	in	the	Conquest	Church	LLC	included	Stambaugh,	Phil	Ostriem,	Dillon	Beard	and	Jared	Bower	
(http://datagovus.com/washington‐corporation.php?id=603570411).	Ostriem's	wife,	Christina,	donated	
$407	to	Effler's	campaign.	Beard's	wife,	Sara,	donated	$446,	and	Bower's	wife,	Janelle,	gave	$150.	
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3



D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local).	Ostriem	and	Stambaugh	also	are	listed	as	endorsements	on	Keith's	
website,	(http://www.yakimakeith.com/p/endorsements.html)	and	Ostriem	wrote	an	endorsement	for	both	
Effler	and	Razo	(http://www.yakimaherald.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/likes‐effler‐razo‐for‐city‐
council/article_c460e1ac‐68be‐11e7‐b9fc‐cfc7ebfb74d9.html).	
		
5.	The	only	advertisement	in	The	Rain	Shadow	Report	was	from	a	501(c)(3)non‐profit	organization	called	the	
Yakima	Valley	Society	of	Cultural	Education.	Effler	was	a	past	president	of	the	group	and	Stambaugh	is	the	
current	president.	(http://yvsce.org/about/)	Stambaugh	last	year	discussed	with	the	Yakima	Herald‐
Republic	his	involvement	with	the	group.	(http://www.yakimaherald.com/profile‐zach‐
stambaugh/article_9e29fd56‐4f8e‐11e6‐bc35‐e3267ad7c3f2.html.)		
		
6.	Inserted	in	each	The	Rain	Shadow	Report	was	a	flyer	that	stated,	"some	graphical	elements	and	
photographs	reached	our	final	print	which	were	purchased	from	Caffery	photo	media,	a	candidate's	
business."	(Picture	attached	‐	titled:	RSR	Insert).	Caffery	Photo	is	owned	by	Effler.	
(http://www.cafferyphoto.com/)	
		
7.	Dr.	Kay	Funk,	another	candidate	for	the	seat,	claims	in	a	Facebook	posting	that	Effler	told	her	at	a	recent	
forum	that	he	was	aware	of	the	newspaper	beforehand	and	that	Kyle	Smith	is	not	the	true	name	of	the	
publication's	editor.	She	said	he	would	not	identify	the	real	editor.	(Screenshot	attached		‐	titled:	Kay	FB	Post.)	
		
Clearly	there	is	a	connection	between	the	newspaper	and	Effler.	His	photos	were	used.	One	of	the	writers	has	
deep	political	and	business	ties	with	him.	Many	of	his	donors	are	connected	to	the	publication.	The	only	
"advertiser"	in	the	newspaper	is	a	non‐profit	organization	connected	to	him.	And,	according	to	Dr.	Funk,	he	
admitted	he	was	aware	beforehand	that	the	newspaper	was	being	produced.	
		
I	hope	you	will	investigate	these	facts	and	act	as	quickly	as	possible	so	voters	are	fully	informed.	
Unfortunately,	many	people	will	have	already	voted	before	this	news	will	be	reported.	
		
I	would	be	more	than	happy	to	meet	with	you	any	time	to	discuss	any	of	this.	Thank	you	for	your	time	and	
attention.		
 








































