Hello, I am writing to you because I think that candidate Keith Effler sent out a convert political
advertisement that hasn't been reported as part of the spending on his campaign. The person who is
documented as the editor emailed me and confirmed that they used public record voter information to send
the ad out.

It is my understanding that the voter registration data base can only be used for political activity. They are
claiming this is actually a new quarterly paper that they will be sending out, and admit that numerous
companies have paid for it to go out in specifically district 4 but will not say who it was.

Please see my evidence listed below and attached.

Thank you.

A newspaper called The Rain Shadow Report was mailed last week to Yakima City Council District #4 voters.
Residents who were not voters did not receive a copy. The newspaper claims to be the "brainchild" of Kyle
Smith, who supposedly is its editor in chief. It states that the publication is "on your doorstep because a local
company kicked in cash to make this issue available to Yakima's district 4 for free." The sponsoring company
is not identified. I attempted to find out what company paid for the paper by emailing the editor. He did not
disclose who invested in the paper when he responded to my email, but did admit that they had used voter
registration information via public record to target registered voters. (Screenshots of the emails attached -
titled: Kyle email pg 1-5).

The Rain Shadow Report is tied to Keith Effler, one of the candidates running for council from that district,
but is written is such a way to suggest it is an objective, independent publication. Of all the candidates
interviewed, Effler is clearly portrayed in the best light. (Pictures of paper attached - titled: RSR cover - pg 12)

Consider these facts:

1. Keith Effler and Zachary Stambaugh are friends and business and political associates. Both ran for Yakima
County commissioner last year and both lost in the primary election. They coordinated their campaigns and
produced a joint campaign website.

2. Stambaugh and his brother, Andrew, both wrote candidate profiles for The Rain Shadow Report. Andrew
donated $300 to the Effler campaign
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local) and organizations and people tied to Zachary gave more than $2,000.

3. Stambaugh is associated with the Conquest Church of Yakima, which donated $1,000 to the Effler
campaign. (http://datagovus.com/washington-corporation.php?id=603570411)
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local)

4. According to the Secretary of State's office, Conquest Church, was a for-profit limited liability corporation.
Its LLC registration expired Dec. 13, 2016 and it was dissolved on May 1, 2017.
(http://datagovus.com/washington-corporation.php?id=603570411) Yet the donation to Effler was made on
May 25, 2016, three weeks after the dissolution.
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3
D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local)

4. Officers in the Conquest Church LLC included Stambaugh, Phil Ostriem, Dillon Beard and Jared Bower
(http://datagovus.com/washington-corporation.php?id=603570411). Ostriem's wife, Christina, donated
$407 to Effler's campaign. Beard's wife, Sara, donated $446, and Bower's wife, Janelle, gave $150.
(http://web.pdc.wa.gov/MvcQuerySystem/CandidateData/contributions?param=RUZGTEsgIDkwMg%3D%3




D%3D%3D&year=2017&type=local). Ostriem and Stambaugh also are listed as endorsements on Keith's
website, (http://www.yakimakeith.com/p/endorsements.html) and Ostriem wrote an endorsement for both
Effler and Razo (http://www.yakimaherald.com/opinion/letters to editor/likes-effler-razo-for-city-
council/article c460elac-68be-11e7-b9fc-cfc7ebfb74d9.html).

5. The only advertisement in The Rain Shadow Report was from a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization called the
Yakima Valley Society of Cultural Education. Effler was a past president of the group and Stambaugh is the
current president. (http://yvsce.org/about/) Stambaugh last year discussed with the Yakima Herald-
Republic his involvement with the group. (http://www.yakimaherald.com/profile-zach-

stambaugh/article 9e29fd56-4f8e-11e6-bc35-e3267ad7c3f2.html.)

6. Inserted in each The Rain Shadow Report was a flyer that stated, "some graphical elements and
photographs reached our final print which were purchased from Caffery photo media, a candidate's
business." (Picture attached - titled: RSR Insert). Caffery Photo is owned by Effler.
(http://www.cafferyphoto.com/)

7. Dr. Kay Funk, another candidate for the seat, claims in a Facebook posting that Effler told her at a recent
forum that he was aware of the newspaper beforehand and that Kyle Smith is not the true name of the
publication's editor. She said he would not identify the real editor. (Screenshot attached - titled: Kay FB Post.)

Clearly there is a connection between the newspaper and Effler. His photos were used. One of the writers has
deep political and business ties with him. Many of his donors are connected to the publication. The only
"advertiser" in the newspaper is a non-profit organization connected to him. And, according to Dr. Funk, he
admitted he was aware beforehand that the newspaper was being produced.

[ hope you will investigate these facts and act as quickly as possible so voters are fully informed.
Unfortunately, many people will have already voted before this news will be reported.

I would be more than happy to meet with you any time to discuss any of this. Thank you for your time and
attention.
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Kay Funk for Yakima City Council

Here is The Rain Shadow Report, which was sent
out to "Registered Voters" in District 4. It was clever
of Sydnee to deduce that the "editor”, Kyle Smith is
not a real person. | was at the Republican Women's
Candidate Forum for Lunch and sat beside Keith. |
asked him if "Kyle Smith" was a real person. First he
was evasive and tried to fib, but then admitted that
it was a pseudonym, and would not name the writer.
| failed to directly ask him whether HE was the
writer. He implied that he was not, but did not give
me a clear denial. What do you think? Did he write
that about himself? Once you have entered the
world of anonymous pseudonyms, it's hard to get
credibility back.....

i . A i o
resterday at 321 PM - Like - Reply

Leslie Charlton Hatton

Kay... have you forwarded this to the Herald? We
suggest to both Kaitlin and city editor Craig
Troianello.

Yesterday at 3:44 PM - Like - Reply

83 Write a comment... B
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Found in Sent Mailbox

Sydnee Galusha Nednesday g
Tn::n:‘..-F yle smith Details @
Hello, I'm curious why you didn't disclose

what company donated enough money for

you to send your paper to every registered
voter in district 47 | would like to know what
local company made that investment, and |
assume other readers would benefit from that
information as well. Your decision to not
disclose that information seems at best like a

huge oversight, if not that you are
intentionally being shady.

Sent from my iPhone

See More =

kyle smith :54PM
To: Sydnee Ga 3 Details w

Several groups contributed to publish this.
There's nothing shady. Every paper has

mamnare and aduvarticare mncet ara Fruin at a

= - =] QA 4

New Message
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5 Messages
( @ Question regarding Rain Shadow... e

kyle smith LEAPM S
G
Ta: Sydnee Galusha Details w

Several groups contributed to publish this.
There's nothing shady. Every paper has
owners and advertisers, most are run at a
loss. Ours is expected to become profitable
as it establishes a steady readership and
brand.

Every venture seeks to meet a need. As long
time residents of Yakima, we felt two distinct
needs. We felt frustration that in most
elections recently most people hadn't even
heard of most of the candidates prior to
election, and that none of the cultural material
in other local sources felt relevant to how we
spend our weekend. (They are surveys of
every venue and event which advertises,
rather than what any particular individual
chose to attend.) The local papers feel like
advocates for particular candidates or issues,
and the local radio gives too scanty coverage
to really get a feel for who the candidates are

B - QA 4

New Message
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and the local radio gives too scanty coverage
to really get a feel for who the candidates are
as people in time to make an informed
decision. Once the primaries are over, we get
information about the 'leftovers' that are still
in the race. We are tired of having the main
choices made for us, before we can really
make them well for ourselves. Accordingly we
got a group together and made the paper we
would want to read. It is meant to be a
guarterly covering local issues, and culture.
Our first issue was published based on our
resources. We wanted a broader scope
without compromising quantity or publication
times, and our initial intent was to cover every
single candidate for each district. However, it
became clear that our resources would not
match our initial plans, and we published what
we had ready, at the quality level we could be
satisfied with.

We intend to reach every door in every district
eventually. It was our intention to hit every
candidate and cover each district this time

< 3 QA 4

New Message
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around, but we are a new venture and did not
have all our materials ready by the date in
which they would be useful to the readership.
So we focused on the most contested district,
the one which would be hardest to make a
real informed decision in the primaries.
People who actually vote are much more likely
to be interested readers than the general
public. If we can't send our paper to everyone
covering every district and every issue, we
could at least do a good job covering one
district fairly, and in time to be useful. We
sent to a semi randomized sampling of those
people, as a matter of prioritizing, but not to
every single voter, as you seem to think. We
only sorted public information by voting
frequency, not by partisanship. It was a
matter of getting our material to people who
would value the work we did. Nothing more or
less than that. As | said above, we are working
to meet needs we personally felt. Chiefly with
timely, first hand information about the
candidates when there are still real choices.
Stand by for more of the type.

SHEN - 5 N
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would vdiue tne Work we aid. Notning more or
less than that. As | said above, we are working
to meet needs we personally felt. Chiefly with
timely, first hand information about the
candidates when there are still real choices.
Stand by for more of the type.

If you would like your company to be an
advertiser, let me know.

We are looking for more sponsors and
advertisers in the future.

If you know of someone who might be
interested in contributing, have them email
samples of their local work in. We are
interested. Like everyone else, we will
prioritize based on what what we would like to
read, and who we really enjoy working with.
We welcome others to do the same with their

own publications.

On Wed, Jul 19, 2017 at 11:48 PM, Sydnee
Galusha <sydneegalusha@gmail.com> wrote:

= = =] A 4
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THE RAIN SHADOW

REPORI

Council Election
Will Determine
Our Future

I ooking forward to the upcoming <ily coui-

cil  elections.  we inervicwed  candidates
Dr. Kayv Funk, Chelsea Mack, Sandra Bel
cer, Toeny Williams, and Keich LEffler. We
hope the resulting aricles will ilhoninaie the be-
'lir.li-n and the character of this year's candidacs, so
vour ean make an nformesd dedision belore young,

criedlmced on ppes 20

What is the
Rain Shadow Report?

he Rain Shadow Report is the braindhild of Kyle Saith,
s Lditor m Chael, and a serappy group of wmng
norrers who wanted 1o produce the kind of periemlic 4l
that they wanled 1o read aned (hopefully) others wonld
get 2 kick out of. It's on your doorstep because a local coin-
pany kicked m cash 1o make this =sue available to Yakima's
disorict 4 for free. Hyow hke o, don’y ke i, wane w give cash
ro in, or wish m advertise in the fomre, plemse conmer Kyle
Smuth, He can e reached ar I;:,Ir-:anmh-rr.r@gmnﬂ_mm



The RainShadow Report values its mtegnity and credibilipy, very highly. We carefully maintain our freedom to focus

on relevant issues and on our values, Only absolute mdependence from campaigns, political parties, and natnonal

news :iJ.-'IIf.IiC:II’i."H 15 sufficient. -f"it.‘f:m"-'lﬂ:-{l}'. we prepared unusual {1|,m.~:|i= ms to show biases, character, cquivocaton

and decision making style, and asked the same questions of each eandidate without preparation,

Unfortunately, during our layout process some graphical elements and photographs reached our final print which

were purchased from Caffery photo media, a candidate’s business. These were purchased at standard rates, and the

candidate had no input on our wntten content. No future business interactions will oceur with candidates secking

offices we are covering, however minor. We chose to disclose these |11er;|1:|.~1'5 because we want to earn your trust

and avoid any unintentional reflections on any campaign. Any reporter claiming to be impartial is lying to himself
We do so. "."'r'l.l'|i.:!..‘l'!."|.‘:.'~ RSR Staff

and to his audience, but a reporter can claiim to be independent.
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Keith Effler

BY KYLE SMITH

met with Keith EMer

his business oflice. He an-

swered the door with a

cheerful hella. 1 spread my
things out and found a place w
set my briefcase, 1 just finished
a major shoot and am in the midst
of preparing for another,” he ex-
plained, “so waich out, vy not 1o
trip!™ A great deal of alicn look
ing equipment was stacked in vari-
ous poses throughout the space.
| was sitting in what looked to be
a row of sabaged theater seats,

I just finished the office re-
model”™ he cxplaned, and of
fered me something to drink.
A young man, Keith cut a good
figure with handsome [catures
and sandy blond hair. He and his
wife, Stephanie, a prewy freck-
led woman with an athletic build
and charming smile, recently ad-
opted two brothers. These young
boys had spent two vears in the
Foster Care system. The Effler’s
had started homeschooling the
boys this spring. “It’s been going
good,” Kerth said, “bur it's not
easy.

*I'm just going 1o run through
the questions i the same arder
thar the other candidkates experi-
enced.” | explained. “We want o be
sure that voters can comparc the an-
swers and make a choice that aligns
with their values™ 1 said, geuing
comfortable and spaking my laptop
power cord over the arm rest.

“Let’s hegin?”

“Ler me have 1™ Keith said

covetirieeed on pregge 5

Dr. Kay Funk

BY ANDREW .STAMBAUGH.

‘m home from work on a typi-
cal Wednesday afiernoon, ba
today is pot my average day.
A Inend bas started a new
quarterly covering local issues and

THE RAIN sHALOW

Sandra Belzer

BY ERIN DUNCAN

hile preparing w mect
with Sandra Beleer, |
rcally wasn't sure what

10 expect. | had my laprop and re-
corder out and ready to go, and a
full cup of colfee — shout out to
North Town Colfechouse - and
wis rt'h::y o meet the next District
4 candidate. Although 1 had never
scem her in person, when she ar-
rived it was clear who | necded 10
k10, since she held alarge *Elea
Sandra Beleer™ sign.

Afier introducing myself, we
sal upon the cushy pmk chars.
She seemed curious about me and
the paper, and it was clear she was
more comfortable with this situa-

tion then Iwas, (I'm a writer: | prefer
10 use my words on paper rather than
in speech.) Soon we were setiled. She
Fm lcaned the sign against her chair,

sipped some colfee, and we were ol
The first question was about the Cang
Free Ininative, and how effective
has been. Belzer quickly established
that project has been dropped, and
it wasn't in place long enough 1o re-
allv know how clfective it was. When
prompied, she said she would re-
scarch the project further before con
sidering conunuing i,

So. whar she do 1o impact crime
in Yakima? Here, | was impressed
as Belzer rolled out several specific
steps, such as Jooking ar the money
that was supposed 1o be for the Gang
Free Initatve and atempt 1o set thai
money aside every year,

“1 believe we need more police
officers on the street, and we need
them pow,” she stated. She also listed
Crime Stoppers and Neighborhood
Warch, specifically having them work
with the police. “IF it gets people 1o-
gether [. . ] a lot of ideas flow from
those discussions.™

Here | moved on, asking il she
backed the Sanctuary City Resolu-

conrtinized on page

asked me w imerview a specific local candidate for his 201 7 electon senes. ve
never done this; how do I even sian?

A few minutes on the internet viclds Dr. Kay Funk’s campaign site and a phone
number. Four rings later. | am alking -pot 1o a mim-.mujll OT SOME SecTetary -
to Dr. Funk herself! She is a few years retired and has time this week. | want
some place where we can have a comfortable and relaxed interview. A quick
call 1o Northtown Coffechouse, and J seis me wp with The Siwdy.

| arrive early and get some refreshing cool hazel gelato. Dr. Funk arrives.
Her demander is welcoming and open, with a wouch of calm reserve. This sets
the tone for what is an cnjoyable interview...

(21. Washington State funded the “Gang Free Initiative™ and the City of
Yakima created a plan based on that in 2012.A, How effective has this plan
been?

“I don’t know specilics, but | understand that grant money was involved, and |
believe that has run out. | have been reading about the gang task foree with mul-
tiple government ligisons working wgether. 1 think the police department is do-

ing a good job

contireed on page §
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‘Tony Williams

BY ZACHARY STAMBAUGH

State
funded the "Gang Free
Iniviative” and the City
of Yakima created a plan

based on that in 2012, A, How el

fective has this plan becn?

Mr Wilhiams said, *1 heard tha
there was a lack of funding, before
that... It's defunct. Prior to tha it
was cffective.”™ It needs 1w scale
back to the elememary schools. 1f
not, the initative 1s nn]:.' a patch or
a Bandd-And,

1. Washington

or a Band-Aad.
(Q1B: Will you continue this pro
gram?

Mr. Williams sand he would have
1o look a1 the costs and make ad-
justments. ~ There has w be some
type of thing in it that reaches
the middle schools all the way
down 1o the elementary schools,
Then | would gladly re-fund it. If
it worked. ... I don®t know all the
surrounding informagon around 1t
other than the effectiveness ol L™

| then asked how do vou know it
works il it hasn’t been implement-
ed vet. Mr. Williams responded,
“They said it worked. Right? The
news source said it worked. .
There's beter plans out there, Aa
this point 1 wouldn’t fund tha
It all comes 1o strategy... At this
i_mim whit we're doing is law cn-
orcement, and the stratcgy is off
and we know it's oll because look
at the crime and the violence in
our ared.... | wouldn'y fund it unil
| took a strong look at it and cvery

Chelsea Mack

BY ERIN DUNCAN

s both a veteran and
an immigrant, Chelsea
Mack has a lot of pas-

A

sion to bring 1o this campaign -
that I could tell nght away Her
desire to serve seemed obvious,
as she offered to bring me some
water even before our conversa-
tion began, After lightening the
mood with a bit of small talk, it
seemed fitting to begin our dis-
cussion with what ¢veryone is
actually talking about these days:
gang violence.

When asked about the effec-
tiveness of the Gang Free Initia-
tive in Yakima, Mack seemed un-

component on there. 1 wouldn’t
fund anything until | saw the effec
uveness of it

I then asked him what he would
consider 1o be an effective strategy,
1o which he replied that was based
on the degree to which the plan in-
tegrated in kindergarten, clemen-
tary, and middle schools. He also
said that he would require the plan
o intcgrate soctal media before
funding, due to culwral changes.
“I'm not going 1w fund ~'-r-||1<*ll?qng:
just hecause it worked in the past
‘urthermore, [ wouldn't just fund a
best practice from another city just
because it worked there. Thar's
just stale bread. We need 1o do
what works for Yakima.”

Q2. What specilic policies will you
SEAMT OF $1op 1O Impact crime in Ya-
kima?

When | asked him this question,
he responded, *I'm going to have
to reach out 10 other people o sce
which policies | hnum start.” He
then reiterated that policies would

sure aboul its actual impact. She
did, however, express a desire to
purge Yakima's reputation as city
of drugs, homicides and STDs,
“l want Yakima to start hit-
ting the headlines for economic
diversity, and development!™
she said, putting her hand firmly
down on the table. She went on to
talk about all the Yakima Valley
has to offer in ways of agricul-
ture and development, calling it a
beautiful metropolis. It was clear
she wants to change the reputa-

THEL EALR BRLALSGYY

REPORT

need 1o start with early childhood
ciducation. When 1 focused the
question on which policies he
would stop, Mr. Williams did not
name any specilie policies. He said
he 'H-'IIIlI[I talk to Ay }rnlrlr and
focus on vouth policies first.

(3. Do you think the city of Yaki-
ma should adopt a Welcoming Ciry
resolution? Yes/ No.

“I don’t know what “Welcoming
City’ means.” Mr. Williams then
asked whether wie meant a sanciu-
ary city or merely a generalized des-
gmation. He conunued, “To me,
we arce already a welcoming iy,
That's why we don’t need a desig-
nalwn, Yakima's been a welcom-
ing city since the apple orchards in
the 60°s -T(i's. We welcomed the
wmmigrants then, but there was no
designation needed for thar.” Winh
a laugh, he said, “I'm black. but
you know that, we are already a city
that ... we don't need a designation
to be who we are.”™ When | asked
whether he would support Yakima

conanited on page §

Yakima,

but here |

wondered what grand schemes

she has to accomplish this. The

only solid step she mentioned

at that point was installing new,
continued on pege 9
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Effler

‘Gang Free Initiauve’ and
the City of Yakima created a plan
based on it in 2012, How effective
has this plan been?”

Keith folded his hands and
thought for a moment. 1 under-
stand that it was cllective up w a
point. Gang violence and crime has
mcreased sinee the program ended,
bun there is not much evidence that
the reason for thus recent escalation
i5 directly relared 1o the cessation of
onge, solitary program.”

“0k,” I said, and popped the next
question, “Will you contimue this

program?”

nﬂ: shrugeed 1 don’t think tha
any specihic State program is in our
best miterest. | lll."l]icﬂ‘ that targel-
ng specific crimes in conjunction
with the police department is a bet-
ter solution.”™

“What speaific policies wall you
start or slop Lo impact crime in 'Ya-
kima?"

“There 1s always the option of
bringing federal prosecution for
[ederal crnimes.™ he said. *For in-
stance. il a [elon were 1o be in pos-
session of a fircarm, the Federal
woseeutor would be able w pursue
Justice. | also think that implement-
ing a civic response that networks
with law enforcement would give
Yakima neighborhoods a real wol
o combat the problem. A somt of
alliance that could md the police
il crime investigation and preven-
nom.

“Dao you think the city of Yakima
should adopt a Welcoming City
resoflution? Yes? No?”

He raiscd an eyebrow. “It’s a po-
litical game. s a rl:duruimw},”ll-lr
cleared his throar. “The YPD does
not fave the authority w enforce
immigration law. Deportation is
the responsibiliy of I€ !]*:."

“Should the City of Yakima con-
tract with {mmigrations and Cus
toms Enforcement 1o remt beds in
Yakima Jail? ®

Keith took a moment to consider
the question, asking me o repeat ¥
once. "Il people are benglet go be-

cause we don't have t'nullr_‘h heds,
then the city will need o back owt
ol those contracts.”

“Can you odfer any almr:ilir SICps
for your plan to achieve fiscal re-
sponsibility?”

Kerth leaned back in his sean,
“l believe that evervthing begins

with cconomic development. By

mereasing the tax base we imerease
revenue  withour raising  axes.
When it comes to wimming the

6

I believe that no one is above
the law. That's what ['m about.
That no one should get prefer-

ertical treatment,

-Keith Effler

DISTRICT 4
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

budget, | rrust the professionalism
and cxpertise of deparuncimt heads
o think outside the box and come
up with solutions that are innova-
tive and inexpensive. 1t will be the
role ol the city manager in copjunc-
tion with the council 10 insist those
solutions are identified and scted
upon.”

“Then what policies and pro-
grams would yvou stop funding?” |
ashed,

I would personally like to sce
the waste waler management plant
move towards greater automation.
Orlier cities are moving that direc-
non o save money, so should Ya-
kima™ he replied.

“How do you plan to stay con-
nected 1o vorers?

“Technology can allow us instant

access 10 voiers. { plan on creanmg a
texting mechanism thay will enable
me to poll my constituents in dis-
trict four. This will give me instant,
quantifiable feedback an palicy.”

“Do you consider voursell a can
tidate who wall stick 1o particular
principles and polices, or do you
see it as vour duty to change your
policies to match the current will of
VOUF voters?”

*1 belicve that no one 1s above the
Jaw. Than'"s what
I'm about. Tha
no one  should
get preferential
reatment. Al
men arc created
cqual. So, | think
that my prin-
ciples will guide
my decisions in
MOSL CASEs,

“Which polic-
cs would vou be
willing 1o adap,
aml which are
ironclad?”

“Tax hikes
should have pub-
lic support. |f
9 : docsn’t, your

oing it wrong.

i ﬂu’ﬁj’-: the ﬁl::?'

zens of Yakima should be the ones

to decide whether or not 1o raise
taxes, not the city council.”

“How many erms will you scrve?”

*3 terms (it will probably feel like
Six terms)” he :.ml'. laughing.

Do you believe in term limis?

“Yes. | think 3 terms is conough.”

“Under whar specific circum-
spances would vou be willing 1o
spend the Gity's emergency fund?™

“Fhe emcrgency fumd should be
used for catastrophic events. Heavy
snow in the winier is not an emer-
gency.”

“Final Question,” 1 said, “If the
budger required vou to cut 0% of
fundmg from one city an}rzu or de-
partment, which would that be?”

His reply was prompt, “Parks
and Rec. | think that if | absolutely

HAD o cut 809 of a deparement,
then | would have o say Parks and
Ree. It's an accessible department.
| mean, the cominunity could come
tagether and meet those needs,”

Later, | probed him about the
peo e runnar ragainst him. He list
ed things he liked about Dr. Funk
{tha! decisions necd 1o be made on
real, unbiased dara), Tony Williams
(*He's a natural leader! ™), Sandy B.
(“She's pot a great eve for spotting
Irlmbl.:'"i[]. [Thﬂﬂm Mae (1 |qu hu'i:
casy she 1s 1o work with...very ap-
wroachable™). We shook hands amd

headed for the door.,

When it comes to crafling policy
and playing politics, | think Keith is
mexperiencod and may have a hard
time getting things done. That be-
ing saud, | like this guy.

Unlike much of his opposition,
he didn’t shy away from any of the
questions. Also, 1like that he is pro
small business and owns a small
business. | like that he’s “wough
on crime”, and then adopts at nsk
children himsell. 1 like that he 1alks
about being diplomatic and respect-
ful during conflict then, at the end
of the interview, reflused w bad ralk
any of the opposition, listing their
strengths with obvious case. This

guy 150t two-faced, he s auchente.
|
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Belzer

ton. Belzer gave me a look best
described as licry exasperation, ©1
testificd against thar three times,”
she said.

Slightly taken aback by the finality
of her statement, | admitted simply,
“well, that speaks for itscll.”

Later., I arded back to the wpic

to explore why her opinion was so
strong. Here she clanfied, saying
she has no prob-
lem with the sys-
em we have now,
m which the po- ‘ ‘
lice don’t go and
harass the illegal
WHgTAnts,

But, she
stressed, once you
put it in writing,
it's very confining
and most impor-
tantly, “it’s aviola-
ton of law.” Here
she pointed 10
";IH'II [Nal was now
leaning  agaimst
her chair, where a
check-marked box
emphasized  mle
of law. "It doesn't
follow this,” she said simply.

When asked if City of Yakima
should contract with Immigrations
and Customs Enforcement 1o rem
beds i Yakima Jail, she pointed
oul, “1F we have the space, we could
use the I'IHH'I(.'{."

“Okay,” | said, marking in my
notes about how w the point she is.
Ifshe politics like she talks, she’ll be
quite effective,

Here I asked her 1o omline some
steps towards fiscal responsibility.

“Commumity input going through
the ordinances we have now, going
through the budget we have now,
secing what must be there and
what might not need o be there, |
think we have wasted a lot of money
since 2012, specifically on the bin
of lights, and on the plaza. I would
rather see that being put into things

we teally need, like police officers.”

| asked what policies and pro-
grams she would swp funding. Here
she admitted she does know enough

abour what we currently have 1o sy

for sure. “1 have ownsl-ll the plaza
from the being, sull do!™ Here she
paused for a mimre, then went on

carcfully, “T question how much
we want to put o homelessness.

I want to see a policy that
puts safety first and everything
else second.

-Sandra Bel.zer
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There are people that are from our
city who are homeless, | have no
problem with belping them. Bu
there are many pv.:ulplr who are
:ﬂinxﬂ into our city from outside,
have a BIG problem with that.™
Again, she stressed that every-
thing we look at should be scruti-
nized for what we truly necd as op-
>d 1o what we want. When later,
ask at what point she would be
okay with spending the city’s Emer-
gency Fund, she stressed that only
in truc emergencies, like a devasia-
ing fire or flood. Thar seems fair 1w
me, sinee it is, afier all, the Emer-
gency Fund,

At that point, | asked how Belzer
plans on staying connected to her
voters. “1've already stared thar”
she said, going on to tell me about
Citizens ﬁpr ulions, a meet she

has staried 1o get citizens involved.

As far as her responsibility as
a representative councll  person
Belzer stated that her duty 15, “1o
adhere o the rule of law and the
Constitution as 1t was intended,
both nanonal, state, and the local,
as 1 applies. My prioritics are the
safety of the people.”™ It was easy 1o
sce haw real this was to her, as she
started describing the impact local
crumes have had on her neighbor-

“That’s line with the job of the
government, o protect ivs peo-
ple,” she said with certainty, Later,
she stressed again, “1 want o see a
policy that puts safety lirst and cv-
erything clsc sceond.”

Finally, 1 asked her how many
terms she plans on serving. Here,
she impressed me once again.
“Well I'd hope to only serve one, |
didn’t plan on serving any!

As I was a linle confused, she clar-
ihied, “This isn't a step up for me,
i's stepping up.” Sandra Belzer is
running because she sees changes
that nced w happen in Yakima, and
believe she is the best candidate 1o

actually get those things done. This
struck me as very unique, She ad-
mitted herself that there are things
she would rather do with her time,
but she is putting the community
lLirst.

While | had approached this in-
terview with a very unclear pieture
of Belzer, | left with 2 much better
understanding. She is strong on
specific, focused things to change
while in office, and has the cxpen-
ence to actually be productive, Yer,
her claim 10 not want w run for
herself put me on edge. 15 rue, it
means we are working with a trucly
selfless candidate. 17 not true, how-
cver, and Belzer really docs want a
taste of power, then we are dealin
with a candidate who is willing 1o lie
about her very reason for running,
Also, while her blatancy and appar-
ent stubbornness makes her inter-
csung o interview, it seems likely
that this will make her dillicult o
work with and unlikely find any sort
ol compromise. B

DISTRICT 4
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Funk

Q1B: Will you continue this pro-
gram?

“There are fads in crime fighting,
just like there are fads in education,
and other types of government reg-
ulation. | am more focused on pro-
cess than on particular programs or

campaign promises. I'm not going
o Fuil in love with a pet project and
adhere to it thick or thin. |...]

Q2. What spealic pohcies will
YOU Start or Stop [0 impact crime in
Yakima?

“I'mvery pleased with all the city
rovernment s statement tha Ihu
will avoid racial proliling. That is a
crincal part of engagement with the
community, good relanons with
the community. and an absolutely
critical part of policing. Chicl
Rizzi, every time |] ve heard him,
has been spot on ‘-’rit!! that. That's
really number one.

()3. Do you think the city of Ya-
kima should adopt a Welcoming
ity resolution?

“Well = T know all about that,
What's going on in our country
right now that isn’t welcoming is at
the lederal IL vel, The Yakima City
Council can't fix that, so what can
the city council do 1o make that ber-
ter? Tam aware the Hispanie com-
munity feels threatened and fright-
ened. and should be frip,hmmﬁ
some of what we hear come out u[
Washington DC. Dulce Cutiér-
rez’s proposal for safe policing and
public safety [...] is a good resolu-
ton. | would be happy 1o vote for
it, but | don’t think the resolution
15 the most important thing. The
city council has other functions 1o
monitor whether the YPD is doing
racial proliling or handing infor-
mation 1o |, {DT We have our own
state o look and compare o, and
our own attorney general and suie
government, to help us deepen the
rights of our racial minorities. ©

(4. Should the City of Yakima
contract with Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement 1o rent beds
in Yakina Jail?

“My sister is an immigration at-

torney, so | know ICE prisons are
horrible. Detainees in the city of Ya-
kima jail beds probably have it berter
than the private ICE jail in Tacoma.
Many things about ICE detentions
and jail are just horrible. Our na
tonal immigration |]rutn'} 15 horrible

(x4

I am more focused on process
than on particular programs or

campaign promises.

-Dr. Kay Funk

CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE

- 11 doesn’t meet the necds of our ag-
ricultural community at all. It's sad
good people haven’t made progress
on immigration reform.”

(Ja. {.'Iullml. spe cilic steps for vour
plan to achieve liscal responsibility.

“T have not studied the city budger,

but I am a great believer in balaneed
budgets, and cost clfectiveness. We
have to make the budget halance
and not live beyond our means. Asa
shysician. | can say that one thing.

"Rourke’s administration  wrote
a contract for management of the
city emplovees” health care benefits
which turmed out really badly. And
that was so predictable. Thar woulkd
never have happened on my wanch -
even if [ was the only wice.

()5a. What policies and programs
would vou stop fundir
“1 don't think there is very much dis-
cretionary spending in the city bud-
ger. | don'y LK

mnmgt l"-
d:s::rr:uunan funding !im

it is rather '-.mull | muldnl put my

finger on something that could be
cut. ©

(6. How do you plan to stay con-
nected 1o volers?

“I'm retired for just about a
year and a half and ]luri a lot of
public contact wu-rl.mg as a physi-
cian, more than
100,000 paticmt
CONtacts,

Q7. Do you
consider  your-
sell as a candi-
date who will
stick 10 particu-
lar  principles
amd polices,
or do you see
it oas your duty
o change vour
policies to match
the current will
of vour voters?

In medicine,
you leam  that

there are limits.
, , There are very

hard hines where
your can't go, no matter whether
the patient or anyone else wants
you Lo go there., Certainly [ would
want 1o listen 1o vorer's concerns.,
When people feel thar they are
being heard, they are much hap-
pier, even if they don't get whan
they want, [..] 16 we stay Fact-
based — that's my campaign slo-

Facts Marter — we can come
together on lots of things.

Q7. Which polices would you
be willing to adapt, and which
are ironclad? (Editor’s nowe; Dr.
Funk does not note specific poli-
cies, but rather a hist of values. )

“We've talked at length about
fair policing, good qualiry ser-
vice, and customer service. Fiscal
CONSCIVALISIN 1S Super important.
Violent cnime 15 bad. Community
pulu.n is good. Homelessness
is bad . Facts are important. Good
governance needs 1o be respect-
ed and nurtured. The city services
should be the best quality we can

DISTRICT 4

get for the money, and respectful to
the citizens,

8. How many terms will you
serve? “Atleast 1.7

Q8 a. Do you believe in term him-
is? “Yes."

9. Under what specific circum-
stances would vou be willing w0
spend the City's emergency fund?

“We're not going to have a hur
ricame m Yakima, but bad things
could happen — people being
burned out of their homes — that
will result in some expense. We
have 1o have reserves lor that.”

Funk has been a part of this com-
munity for along tme and has raised
a family here, She is retired, and has
the time to properly devote o a
city position. She has some strong
values, and you know they will be
fought for. She isn't about Fads or
pet projects. Being plan oriented,
she 1s very likely to seta budger and
stick to it. She is very respectful of
the people working 1n our city de-
partments and will set a very p ;I{f
matic tone for city operations.
is very big on making people feel
heard and respected HL::- belicves
in action-based policing, not racial

woliling, which fits well with her
Fact's Marter™ mindset. She is ea-
ger o lind a aity level solution for
the problems facing the undocu
mented population of Yakima.

It can’t be densed that the cur-
rent city coundil is not known for
looking into the hard data, evaluat
g the facts, seeking good counsel,
or crafting comprehensive reforms.
The current ity council 15 known,
primarily, for arrogant lawless-
ness punctuaied by melodramaric,
sometimes vitriolic, grandstanding.
| get the impression thar Dr. Funk
would never stoop o such annes.
Would she be able w lead the cur-
rent city counsel into a new identiry
as humble, sk onemed, Jmhln

servanis? That would be difficult
for anyone to pull off, but that is the
leadership we need, and we need it
desperatcly, B
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becoming 2 “Sanctuary Ciny™, he
said, “I'm still caught in between
that because thar's a real big pic-
wre and | haven't made a clear-cut
decision what 1 would do.”™

Q4. Should the City of Yakima
contract with Immigrations and
Customs Enforcement to rent beds
n Yakima Jul?

"No. Let me tell you why. We
need w gt them out of our com-
munity.” He discussed bed rent-
als as an uncreative wdea 1o gener-
ate revenue. He explained that
such programs mcluding renting
jail beds 1o agencies other than
ﬁf:.E, bring non local problem-
atic people to Yakima, who then
stay here, He did qualify that so
long as the programs did noy have
release 1o the public or *a guided
tour of the communiry” he could
support cooperation with LC.E.
or other agencies so lung as they
marntained custody until the de-
linees were out of the country.
His final statement on the wopic
was,“A lot of that sl needs
greater oversight by a third party
that’s not part of the svstem.

(5. Outline specific steps for
vour plan 10 achieve fiscal re-
sponsibility.

“Fiscal responsibility 1o me
doesn’t look like you cut, vou cut,
you cut.... Where's the investment
that’s going 1o grow the commu-
nity?” He said we needed a long
term view that would consider
what would bring growth, not ten
years of only cuts without invest-
ment. He said we needed 1o do a
lot of different projects to give us
growth like the city of Bellevue. He
returned to an emphasis on youth
anvestmenmt and rechnology. He
aited SOZO park as a good cxam-

le of investment in youth, and the
aza. “There’s a responsible way

o do things like eminent domamn
and gentrilicanion.” Talkimg about
local resistance o change, he sad,

“We've got 1o not be scared to use
our resources 1o [bring our com-

munity into the lwmlly lirst century].
Spend a lirle 1o geva hivtle,”

5a. What policies and programs
would you stop funding?

“I'd stop funding anything that
dogsn’t have the daa 1o s%mh theat it
benefits youth.” Prompting him for
specifics, he said, “l don’t know, I'd
have 1o look at all the policies are
there. 1 just threw my name in the hat
because |'m tired of secing this ey
live below its potemial. Any policy
that doesn’t have the daa 1w show
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I would stick to policies
that would drive this
city forward.

-Tony Williams
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measurable proven resulis o benelit
the kids of this city, | would seek 1o
sinp.” He also mterjecied that he
would cur the city’s practice of requir-
ing vouth to regster for pad passes
1o use many of the facilities from Ya
kima Parks and Recreation.
()6.How do vou plan o stay con-

nected Lo voters?

Mr. Williams explained that be is very
well connected now. People come 1o
him 10 start programs such as sports
prtzf;ra.ms, parks and o promote re-
cyclmg initatives. He also discussed
haw he had contacts in other city gov-
ermments, and numerous civic enter-
rris::s that he stays in contact with.
e says he'll keep his phone and
social media open to the public, and
that “nothing will chang..... T'll keep

that same door open. Wide open.”™
It's worth noting here that during
the course of the inferview, severul
different people coming through
the coffee shop we were mecting at
recogmized and initated conversa-
uon with am. He is engagang and
is clearly well known to people wha
are invalved in vouth sports and
their Bamilics.
Q7.Do you consider yourselfas
a candictare who will stuck o par-
ticular principles and polices, or
do you see 1L as your
duty 1o change vour
|nﬂ;{'i4':5 1o maich
the current will of
your voters?
“That's a beau-
tiful queston,” he
langhed. “lv  de-
pends  what  those
policics  are, il
they're going 1o
2 drive this commu-
mty forward, or
have an cmphasis on
youth, then I'm go-
h}g 1o jake a strong
look ot retaingg
those. I they don't
, , leverage and  ben-
efit our youth, then
I'm going to look at
extracting those. I'm going 10 do
what | f:_':ﬁl is best for ﬁﬂulﬁn and
I believe | have a : on what

that is for rni)k - because 1 have
thosc n'lulil;’}umipﬁ. I have those
ears from poor to rich and... 1 have
that informanion w make the god
icies for this cary.” | then asked,
Would it be a far summary then
to say that you're going o stick
wilh policies that maich your core
principles even if they're not pop-
ular?™ Mr. Williams replied, "l
would be fair to say that [ would
stick 1o policies that would drive
this caty lorward.™
Q8 Which polices would you
be willing w adapt, and which are
ironclad?
Mr. Williams said that he wanld

be iron clad on policies that drve
families and vouth forward, and po-
lices with data showing a return on
investment, | said that |I|-m|1ll'. may
not agree about which policics would
drive families and vouth forward. so
I would like 10 know which specific
wolicies he belicves would drive youth
orward. He rephicd emphancally,
“Sports, cducation,  technology,
arrs|”

(9. How many tcrms will you
serve?

“I'll serve uniil I'm one hundred
years old!”

Q10 Doyou believe n term limits?

“I do believe in term limits for
some.” “The people have the pow-
er...il their clected official is not do
ing their job, they should be punted
out of oflice.”

(Q11. Under what specific circum-
stances would you be willing 1o spend
the City's emergency fund?

“Whenever it's needed. Wherever
it's needed, | will leverage it 1o the
max.” Williams continued, *We can’t
be restrictive when it's needed.”™

Breaking from topic. he said, ~I
can’t wait o unveil my plan for public
safety,” however he would not stae
what that plan was right now, or how
it related 1o the emergency fund.
Q12. Il the budget required you o
cut BO% of lunding from one city
project or deparument, which woulkd
that he?

“The Bin of Lighes. ™ § pressed fur-
ther for specificity, and he answered
with decision. “Here's what T would
cut. The entire North First Develop-
ment project.” He elaborated that
it was a waste of moncey to “clean up
the street with bushes and this make-
believe siall,” thar puming eleven mil-
lion into things like barners and new
lighting won't change the culture in
that part of town,

Mr. Williams is strong on proac-
tively connecting people, and focus-
ing on youth projecis, but weak on
comprehensive p]];mmg and having
clear policies or methods at determin-
ing policy [or cach issuc. B
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power-efficient street lamps n
the dimly ht, lower-income ar-
eas. S0 | pressed further, asking
exactly what policies she would
stop or start in Yakima to impact
crime.

“Budget, Budget, Budget,”
she said. Mack wouldn’t give
any other specific examples of
policies she wants to utilize or
end. Instead. she continued to
stress how imporant managing
spending 15. As a real estate bro-
ker, she stated simply that if you
can't afford to buy a house, then
you shouldn’t buy a house. The
Yakima County 1sn’t trying to
buy many houses, but her point
was clear, as was her desire 10
bring the city council back to
only spending money that they
have. Related to that topic, she
stressed that the emergency fund
1s for emergencies only. We are
not an invincible city. The emer-
gency fund should be there and
available to use when we actu-
ally need it.

When | asked Mack about
the steps she plans to take to-
ward fiscal responsibility, she
outhined some good concepts of
budgeting. These included look-
ing at the cost verse rewards of
projects, needs verse wants, and
generally being more conserva-
tive in how we spend money.

Outside of the context of impact-
ing cnme, she wasn't clear about
what policies or programs she
would stop funding. When asked
if she had to cut funding from one
city department or program, she
said she would pick the program
with the “least impact.” Certainly
not the police or education, this
was clear, but how would she mea-
sure the impact of a program? Here
again, she shied away from stating
specifics.

x4

I want Yakima to start hitting
the headlines for economic
diversity and development.

-Chelsea Mack

from her own experience about
what a long and difficult process
it can be to become a cilizen.
Along with that, since so many
of the immugrants are here 1o
work, it can be particularly difh-
cult for them to wade through red
tape while trying to keep a job.
That’s a big reason that Mack
cited we should become a Sanc-
tuary City: children shouldn’t
be scared that their parents are
going to be deported. In fact,
the importance of the Hispanic
community
Was a Ccom-
mon  theme
throughout
OUT CONVErsa-
tion.

Al one
point, 1 asked
her opimon
on the City
of Yakima's
practice  of
contracting

DISTRICT 4 with  Immi-
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One thing she was very clear and
passionate about was the issue of
Yakima becoming a Sanctuary
City. To this, Mack’s opinion is a
clear and enthusiastic “yes!” As an
immigrant from Canada, she spoke

grations and

, _, Customs En-

forcement 1o

rent beds in Yakima Jail. She
was unaware of this practice.

Eventually, | shifted the focus

of the conversation to her view

of the candidacy. While she said

she believes in term limits, she

also stated that if elected, she will
stay in office as long as the people
keep voting her in. I don’t neces-
sanly have anything I'm fervently
against or fervently for,” Mack
said. Instead, she views it as a
council person job to be respon-
sible, and represent the needs of
the community.

She stated that unless there were
some big moral issue, it would
be her job 10 respond to what the
community needs. She wants 1o
create what she called “a big, pos-
itive commumnity force,” and stay
connect to her voters through put-
ting on events, open forums, and a
general open door policy.

Chelsea Mack as a lot of en-
thusiasm, and big goals of cutting
spending. However, throughout
our talk, it was not clear to me
what she considers to be neces-
sary spending and what is consid-
ered extravagant spending. She
may know she wants to cut the
budget and use money more ef-
ficiently, but where exactly will
those cuts take place? Because of
this, | concluded that she i1s strong
in knowing what kind of changes
she wants to make, but weak in
willingness to vocalize exactly
how or where those changes will
happen. B
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The BEST & WORST Tacos

BY ALEXIS SHEERE

ho makes the Im-u tacos in Yakima?
This is not a a|m|1 e thing 10 decide
i a wwn where Mexican restaurants

sit on every corner - except for the
cormers with coffee stands or 1aco trucks. T'm
not sure why the coflee stands matter. Tacos and
coffee don’t usually go well wgether. 11 you arc
drinking  birthday-cake-in-a-cup, (what some
people try w for pass as coffee) with your tacos, |
Wi d suggest a serious recvaluation of your tasie
buds. Anyway, | have aco-taste-tested endlessly,
and it is my conclusion that the best weos in Ya-
kima are from Tacos El Bandero.
This little food truck sits on 2018 § 15t 51, across

S0 who makes the worst tacos in Yakima? The
Taco Bell on the comer of 16th and Nob Hill.
Seuing aside the ridiculous specialty items that
the corporate monster makes them sell, if you are
looking for tny portions of meat, slop-like beans,
and consistently wilty letwee, you have found
our place.

Towever, there is hope. There is something from

this Taco Bell worth ordering. It seems that the
only good thing on their menu isn’t actually on
the menu. Nevertheless, here is how vou order it;
Step 1: ask for a Cheesy Bean and Rice burrito
from the dollar menu. Standard, this comes with
cheese sauee, relricd beans, and rice. But let's be
honest, you don’t really want any of that and, if
vou follow step 2, you won't get any of that.

"'I-Ll » 2 Tell them 1o substitute the beans for black
lr-c'.mﬁ This replaces the mush with something
that has the texture of 2 bean.

Step 3: Make it Fresco! This means they will ke
off the “cheese”™ sauce and any other dairy prod-

[rom The Home

ous. If you haven't sm
theater, have vou ever rea

gling. They boust only the freshest
and only the

: juiciest carne asada.
£ .

Depot and near the Majestic
Theater. The convenience of this location is obvi-

] [@eos Lo @ movie
\ Iy lived in Yakima? And
Tacos El Bandero tacos are perfect for smug-
e de gallo,

0/10 would

i

Noah’s
Electric
Ark

ASTORY BY B. FLINT
In the neighborhood where | grew up,
a8 I'm sure there was in everyone's,
there was a large family of under-su-
pervised children. A short walk from
Jordan's drug store, on South 10th
Ave. it was the Haddock family. They
had hve boys; the oldest was Nate.
Then Neil, then Nolan, then Ned, and
fimally, after a long break, Moah. | was
friends with the oldest boy, Nate.
The Haddocks lived in an old, two

story red-brick house, with a white picket fence outside.
The yard, was overgrown, and ncarly taken over by past
landscaping experiments. [ recall visiting them on one par
ticularly hot summer day. We lounged in the cool of the
gshade provided by the high grape arbor that spread from
their fence to the second story of therr house. We spat out
the seeds from the tart green grapes, as the three oldest Had-
docks asked each other what they should do that day.

It was under similar circumstances that the Haddock boys
had attempted 10 meke a catapult, which though it failed
o live up o expectations, still managed w pelt the second
story of the Haddock home with yard debris, various balls,
and one over-ripe melon.

There was also the time | watched relations between the
Haddocks, and boys from another family down the block
degrade 10 where a rock-throwing war was fought, The
Haddocks would still have won through greater numbers,
bust the -r,':ulpuh wag brought out once more to “Maintain
firepower supenonty’ as hell Haddock put it.

Inspiration takes many forms: For Archimedes it was
taking a bath. Newton found it in getting beaned by a Tall-
ing apple. For the Haddock bovs that hot day in June, in-
spiration camé in the formi of nine-year old Ned Haddock
loudly, and insistently demanding to be allowed 1o play with

ucts and replace it with pico de gallo.
Sep & Mr WHALOES, ; &l

.'Htl:p 2: Add red strips. These are baswcally red
chips that add a rrttmsl without all the extra salt of
the I‘rirn-a or Dorios,

And you're done! At this point, the lr-n}]r thing
vou have from the m'j,lﬂudl burnito i3 the rce and
the tontilla. However, it has doubled in size, and
guess what? 1t asies great! B

the older boys. In the spirit of scientific discovery, the three
oldest Haddocks volunteered Ned to be a part of an experi-
ment, in which he'd be pinned 1o the ground by a hot pitch-
fork. The old pitchfork, left out in the sun, had long-ago had
its tines bent apart, leaving just enough room for the neck
of a young boy to it between them. As near as | can tell, the
hypothesis was that a young boy could be pinned to a lawn
by a sufficiently hot pitchfork. Though a mathematical cer-
tainty could not be achieved, due 10 an extremely small test
group, the experiment was a suocess. And while the results
may not have been as imponant as measuring volume, they
were more entertaining than calculus, and no one ended up
runming through the streets of Syracuse naked.

A couple of years later, | took the liberty of visited the
Haddocks again. It was a grey and cold day in Apnl, and
the Haddock boys remmisced fondly of their many ex-
ploits, the pinning of Ned with the pitchfork, being a favor-
ite, though not necessarily by Ned. Lightning, it séems can
stnike twice, for it was shontly after retelling this old favorite
story, when young Noah joined us. He was about nine years
old, and it was with a fond sense of wistfulness that the
Haddocks opted to recreate the first expenment, but now
with voung Noah. It was the oldest boy, Nate who brought
out the ancient, bent and rusted pitchfork. that had nsen to

continted on page 11
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Buddy Beaver

From the desk of the Editor:

Really liking the content, one thing
though; talking animal stories are hot
right now. Preople wamt Namia, Harry
Potier, Winnie-the- Pooh, elc.

-KS., Editor-in-Chief

Dear KS,

I'm gratified and humbled to discover
your fondness for my stories. While 1
always wish 10 “Give the andience what
they want”, the second rule whispers in
my ecar, and 1 fear that | am skeptical
about the reception of stories in the vein
that you have requested. Also did vou
mean Beatrix Potter, or did you want
lJ\tI'II'I.Fl!IHJ‘Thi!L' ll'lil'l\ﬂl 'H"i.l'..ll.“.l! HI'I'J
wilches

Eagerly awaiting your response,
Barthw. Flint.

From the desk of the edifor:

Don't care a g i its Beatnx Potter, or
Colonel Potter. Give me animals walk-
ing and talking like people. Have utimost
confidence, etc

KS Editor-in-Chief

Dear K5,

Attached below is the “Talking animals”
story requested. | admit to some doubts
as to its suitability, given the adult na-
ture of its content, and overall tone. Stll
| hope that it will prove diverting.
Sincerely,

Barthw. Flint

Mr. Beaver gets the call
By Bartholomew Flint

One Sunday cvening, as Buddy Bea-
ver was about (o sit down o a steaming
plate of Whatever Beavers Actually Eat
(Fish? Wood7), he received a phone call.
He rose tiredly from his seat, picked up
the recerver, and was disconceried o
hear

“Hello, may I speak Mr. Beaver™

“Speaking” Buddy Beaver replied.

“Hi, my name is Mike," the caller

said “and I'm with Plastik-Panel Siding.
Have you considered brand new vinyl
siding for your homeT" Buddy of
wished to hang up and return to his F
(probably). but his good manners pre-
vented him from doing so.

“MNo Mike, | haven't. I live in a wood

Noah’s Electric Ark (contd)

a mythic status in the memones of those
gathered. They trod reverently down the
cobbled stones of memory lane, forcibly
dragging Noah along.

The Haddocks arrived at the same
hallowed spot of lawn where Ned, now
holding Noah's right arm. had lain all
those vears ago. [ well recall how Nate
ran his hand along the tines of the pitch-
fork, and with what pitiable sadness
be informed us all that the metal was
unfortunately quite cool. Sull gripped
in the fever of nostalgia however, they
proceeded with the recreation, and with
all the ceremony of pagan priests of long
ago, laid yvoung Noah on the lawn, and
pinned him there with the cold metal of
the forks sliding down on both sides of
hiz neck. No sooner had the forks punc-
turcd the soft green grass, then Noah be-

gan thrashing and gibbenng, clawing at
the metal holding him to the earth. “HG
GREHGCKHOGGCEKKITBURNS!TH
URNS'HGGCKEK!™

It was Nate who attempled 1o reason
with Noah. explaining that the metal had
been tested. Funthermore, it was noted
that Noah's prevarications, chanming in
the past, would ssmply not do.

MNoah, bowever was nol consoled
by the stated temperature of the forks,
and remauned resolute in his desire to
be released from them. It was with an
air of supreme concession 10 the frailty
of flesh that Nate stooped down to feel
the metal of the forks once more, " There
see’ It's perfectly in-OW! It's shocking
me!™ Nate declared.

In response to a persistent slug in-
festation, and unbeknownst to the Had-

house, and I'm quite content with it
Thank vou.™

“0Oh but sarl” Mike (a stoat) persist-
ed. “We've made wonderful advances
in vinyl siding that can match whatever
look you'd like, sir.” “Can you make
it look like real wood?” Buddy asked.

“] ¢can transfer you o onc of our

technicians 10 answeér that question, if
vou'll just wait & moment, sir!” Mike
said.

Buddy rubbed his forehead (Which
was covered in fur, since he was a bea-
ver) “I'm sorry. | was being facetious.

VOO0 00 =0

ILLY 33&&5‘“ 110k

|'mi not interested in buying vinyl siding,
but thank you Mike.”

“h but sar!™ Mike the stoat said “Vi-
nyl siding 15 very popular among resi-
dents in your area. Let me jusl schedule
you for an appraisal, and you can be on
your way 10 brand new vinyl siding.”

“Thank you Mike," Buddy said, a faint
edge entering mnto his voice. “Butl'm
almost as disinterested in what my neigh-
bors do to their homes as | am in puiling
vinyl over my lovely wood house. I'm
nil interested.”

“Oh buat sir! Mike said. anfazed, “If

L=1

O

1 THE l:n"tnr BRITISH BANING SHOW
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dock bovs, their father had electrified
the lawn, and Noah's neck had provided
an excellent conduit for the electricity to
travel through. All entered trades where
their boundless cuniosity and impulsive
imaginations can be channeled into more
productive and less existentially terrify-

THE HEROD 5

LRINES WITH FRIERDS
SPLENDOR
' AUALDN 2
SMASH UP
LOVE LETTER
| TIGHET TD RIDE

ing outlets. Noah has largely recovered
from the experiment, and maintains a
good sense of humor about it. Sure, he
doesn 't lalk anvmore, but deep down |
think he knows that it was a pretty good
joke. W
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Buddy

Beaver

(contd)

vou're not certain aboul making the
commitment just yet, we can have a
demonstration at your house to show
vou what we can do.”
Buddy ground his teeth silently

“I'm not uncertain about the com-
milment. I'm gquite certain that [
don't. Want. Vinyl. Siding. On my
house,”

“Oh but sir™ Mike responded,
and Buddy threw up his weird little
front beaver paws in silent exaspera-
tron, rolling hus eyes. “I'm sure that a
short two-hour demonstration at your
house will help vou gain the coali-
dence that vinyl siding inspires.”

It was here that Buddy Beaver's
paticnce and good manners reached
their breaking point.

“Lizten Mike, | don't want vi-
nyl siding. [ can’t use vinyl siding. |
won't take vinyl siding. And | don't
want 2 demonstration at my house!™
“Oh, but sir®” Mike sad again. “Vi-
nyl &id-~

"We rent!™ Buddy intermupted. And
then hung up.
The End.

From the desk of the Editor:

Gireat! Love the new sinff. Just need
you to change one thing:

What™s a stoat!

Also, it needs o be more relevant
o today's culture. Can vou make it

mcwre like Battlestar Galactica’!
K5, Editor-in-Chaef

Dear K5,

Here's the first requested change. The
others, [.have sirong reservations
about changing the tone that drastical-
Iy, as well as several questions about
execution. | am also entrrely unsure
what the story would even be like,
howevear, I remain an YOur Serviec, s
long as the checks clear.

Barthw. Flint

0Oh bat sir'™ Mike the stoat (which
is basically a big wensel) said “Vinyl
siding 15 very popalar

From the desk of the editor:

Right! Glad 1o hear vou're '.‘-':iliing
They're going nuts over the Battle-
star wlea here, Please include in your
amended text

-K5. Editor-in-Chiel

Dear K5,

Attached below i3 the Mss. With the
requested changes. |, remamn uncon
vinced as to the wisdom of some of
these additions. But, ultimately the call
is nol mine. Heavy is the head eic.
With my regands,

Barthw. Flint

CC: From the Legal Dept.

To Kyle Smith, Editor

As per vour request, we have looked
inlo the contract with Mr. Flint, and we
regred 10 say that unless he has been in
breach of contract, you are required 1o
pay him for his contributions, B

Aty of Yaki
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From the Editor

From the interviews within the Rain Shadow Report and after
aftending commanity forums, these are my conclusions:

Sandra Belzer the Tea Party Conservative
What | liked: politically savvy, well spakan, ag_gr&nsaun cma&r
vative.

Whatl I:Irl:ln"t like: Cﬂmﬂi‘ Eﬂfﬂﬁiﬁﬂimmnﬂ?

3 mmm Pragmatic Liberal
_ Whmlllmmpemw passionate. npaalr.uf :rmth
" vated politician.

What!didn'tmw ﬁnmmmﬁm#ﬂwnﬁ

m mﬂnmm Enme:mufe
'_'_"Whatl llh&d;hnmaﬂve &Bﬂfﬂinﬂ. pmnﬁn&a wha’c he
.- preaches

' 'Whﬁlﬂdn’tﬂﬁ mmﬁammﬂaaanm

'i

mmmpm@mw Liberal

What | liked: understands quhr hauw:l on data, classy wilh

integrity.

WHat! didn't like: comes ar;mﬁ as nynl::ai and c:ins.ad—minﬂed

] -':ﬂ!llllll Mack the Socialist
What | liked: loves a challenge, charismatic nemnamr. enag-

ing optimist..
"m'm: | :;linn“t ﬁ-.q mme-s across as fake.

Tﬂl‘l‘j" Eﬁnﬂmﬁ, regm.tanly was neither available for an inter-

'Mnmmm@ at the forum.

R i | K.S.
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