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To:      Commission Members 

 

From:     Micaiah Ragins, Compliance Coordinator 

 

Date:       October 16, 2017 

 

Re:         Request for Review from Candidate for the Cape Flattery School District 401 Director   

   Janine Ledford, PDC Case 23031 

 

Agenda Item 

 

On August 23, 2017, Janine Ledford, a candidate for School Director of the Cape Flattery School 

District 401, was found in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 by failing to timely file a Personal 

Financial Affairs Statement (F-1 report) due to be filed within two weeks of declaring candidacy 

or no later than June 2, 2017, disclosing financial information for the preceding twelve months.  

At that hearing, a $250 penalty was assessed, which Janine Ledford requests be reviewed by the 

full Public Disclosure Commission. 

 

Background 

 

• Janine Ledford is first-time candidate for School Director of the Cape Flattery School 

District 401.    

• As a candidate for election, Ledford was required to file a Personal Financial Affairs 

Statement (F-1 report) disclosing financial activities for the preceding twelve months within 

two weeks of declaring candidacy or not later than June 2, 2017.    

• On August 23, 2017, a Brief Enforcement Hearing was held in which the Presiding Officer 

found Janine Ledford in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 for failing to file an F-1 report for the 

preceding twelve months. Janine Ledford was assessed a $250 penalty in accordance with 

WAC 390-37-143, the penalty schedule adopted by the Commission, which was payable 

within 30 days of the date of the Order. 

 

• The initial Order was entered September 5, 2017. 

 

 

Request for Review/Reconsideration 

• On September 15, 2017, PDC Staff received a written request from Janine Ledford 

requesting review and waiver of the $250 penalty from the Initial Order in Case 23031, on 
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the basis that she was not aware of the noncompliance until short notice. Ledford states that 

she listed an email address on the F-1 application that she does not check often, which 

contributed to delays in becoming aware that the PDC was attempting to contact her 

regarding the missing F-1 report. Janine Ledford also states that the P.O Box for which she 

received the hearing notice was incorrect; the P.O box in the PDC database was 62 and the 

correct number should have been 623. Ledford has indicated that the email issue combined 

with the hearing notice going to the wrong P.O box, interfered with her ability to submit the 

F-1 before the hearing deadline.   

 

• PDC staff verified that there was a discrepancy in the database in which the P.O Box was 62, 

instead of 623. There were also conversations between PDC staff and Janine Ledford in 

which she demonstrated a good faith effort to file the F-1 form prior to the hearing. 

 

• The F-1 report was emailed to PDC staff on August 4, 2017, two days after the hearing 

notice was sent on August 2, 2017. Ms. Ledford stated that she also mailed the F-1 report, 

but it has not yet been received. PDC Staff instructed Ms. Ledford to mail the F-1 report 

again or to file electronically by October 16. 2017.     

 

Staff Recommendation/Comments 

 

• PDC Staff recommends that the Commission waive the $250 penalty assessed, on the basis 

that the hearing notice was mailed to the incorrect P.O box for Janine Ledford and on the 

basis that Ms. Ledford emailed the F-1 report when she became aware of the violation.  

 

Attachments: 

• September 11, 2017, written appeal letter from Janine Ledford 

• Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order Imposing Fine (PDC Case 23031) 
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