
File	a	Formal	Complaint	‐	Glen	Morgan	
Glenmorgan89		(Thu,	17	Aug	at	1:47	AM)	via	Portal	Meta	

To Whom it May Concern --  

  

It has come to my attention that De'Sean Quinn -- a candidate for Tukwila City Council, has violated 
multiple provisions of RCW 42.17A, once again, in the course of his campaign. 

 

It should be noted that the PDC has already sent a warning letter to Quinn about his failure to comply with 
the campaign finance laws (see attached).  Despite the fact that Quinn has repeatedly admitted guilt to 
violating a variety of campaign finance laws, and despite the fact that he has been under active 
investigation and interaction with the PDC and the AG since mid-April, and despite the fact that the PDC 
has warned Quinn to comply with the statute, he continues to violate the campaign finance laws with 
predictable regularity and seemingly without concern for the consequences or the lack of transparency to 
the public these actions create. 

 

1). Failure to list expenditures, debts, or in-kind contributions. (Violation of RCW 42.17A.235 & 
.240) 

 

Throughout this process, Quinn appears to believe that compliance with the campaign finance laws is 
optional.  Quinn has also received legal counsel, although it isn’t always clear he has followed the legal 
advice he has received.  It is a wise and prudent decision on his part to have legal counsel in this matter. 
However, Quinn has failed to disclose the value of these legal services on any C4 report filed in 2017.   

 

Please note, it also isn’t clear which attorney is providing this legal advice to Quinn (see attached email 
where Quinn copies an email between him and Tony Perkins of the Washington State Attorney General’s 
office on June 30th (and the attached letter dated June 28th), both Greg Wong of the Pacifica Legal 
Group is copied and Rachel Turpin, legal counsel for the City of Tukwila are copied).   

 

However, regardless of which attorney he is using or whether he is using advice from both attorneys at 
the same time, he has great flexibility one of three options to report these critical campaign related 
services in this matter: 

 

1. Quinn could report how much he has paid for legal services	
2. Quinn could report the value of these legal serves as in-kind contribution if the named attorneys were so 

generous as to donate their time and services to Quinn’s campaign.	
3. Quinn could report the anticipated cost of these legal services as debt for now and then report how much 

he pays later.	
 

2)  Failure to list personal in-kind contributions to campaign (RCW 42.17A.235). 

 



While responding to a previous complaint ( see PDC	complaint	#22316) Quinn was attempting to explain 
to PDC staff how he reimbursed illegal overlimit contributions from a selection of donors which was 
exposed in a few earlier complaints (see PDC	complaints	#20957	&	#16801).  Please see attached copy 
of Quinn email (dated May 8, 2017) where on page #3,  you can clearly read where Quinn explains to PDC 
staff member Fox Blackhorn  "the majority of the funds came from my personal ‐ $1300 -- $859.00 came from 
existing campaign funds from 2015" 

 

Mr. Quinn failed to report the $1300 in-kind contribution from his personal funds to his 2015 campaign on any 
of his C4 Schedule B reports filed since the previous complaints and this email thread.  This failure was despite 
the fact that Mr Fox Blackhorn clearly and helpfully explained the process in paragraph 2a of the attached (a 
good example of great customer service).   

 

The PDC should investigate the possibility that De’Sean Quinn committed the above violations maliciously, 
which would be a class C felony per RCW	42.17A.750	(2)(c). If the PDC determines that is the case, they 
should refer the case to the Attorney General's office for criminal prosecution immediately.  

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information.  

 

Best Regards,  

 

Glen Morgan  

 



1

Toni Lince

From: De'Sean Quinn <deseanquinn@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2017 12:11 AM
To: TonyP@atg.wa.gov; Johnson, Kelsi (ATG)
Cc: Greg Wong; Rachel.Turpin@tukwilawa.gov; Fox Blackhorn
Subject: RE: Response letter and attachments Citizen Action Notices (1), (2), (3) against De’Sean 

Quinn
Attachments: June 28, 2017 FINAL AG Response (8799192 v 1).pdf; 16801 _ 17965 - Warning Letter 

to Respondent.pdf; DOC001.pdf; Exhibit 1 to AG Response (8799208 v 1).DOCX; Copy 
of 2016 Forterra Client Billings.xlsx; Exhibit 1 to AG Response (8799208 v 1).DOCX; 
Copy of De'Sean Quinn PDC.xlsx

Categories: Red category, Orange category

Thank you for the opportunity to respond.  Attached is an electronic version of the letter and associated 
documents that I delivered to your offices on June 28, 2017. 



 
         De’Sean Quinn 
         4626 S. 150th Street 
         Tukwila, WA 98188 
         (206) 331-5939 
         deseanquinn@gmail.com 
 
 
June 28, 2017 
 
VIA HAND DELIVERED 
 
Tony Perkins 
Senior Investigator 
Attorney General of Washington 
Campaign Finance Unit 
PO Box 40100 
Olympia, WA 98504-0100 
 
Re: Citizen Action Notices (1), (2), (3) against De’Sean Quinn 
 
Dear Mr. Perkins, 
 
I am writing in response to your June 22, 2017 letter.  I am including the letter received by the 
PDC on June 7, 2017.  I provide you with the following responses to the allegations stated in 
your letter as well as attachments regarding the same. 
 
1.   The April 14, 2017 notice alleges that my 2015 campaign failed to provide complete 
descriptions of the purpose of expenditures made from campaign funds.  You specifically cited 
20 payments totaling $21,893.92 to Winpower Strategies for services that the consultant may 
have purchased from sub-vendors.  You will note that there are several items that were 
performed in-house by Winpower Strategies.  Website design, video production, and 
photographs were handled in-house by Winpower Strategies’ staff members.  Attached as 
Exhibit 1 is a list of the sub-vendors as well as an Amended C-4.   
 
2. The April 14, 2017 notice alleges that my 2015 campaigned failed to timely report 
expenditures as debt incurred in one C-4 reporting period but were paid in a later period.  As 
noted in the June 7, 2017 letter from the PDC to me, my campaign was advised by PDC staff that 
vendors who performed ministerial services such as those performed by Campaign treasurers and 
fundraisers, and other recurring expenditures for ongoing Campaign activities should be reported 
as expenditures in the month paid, and not as debts or outstanding obligations.  We believed that 
none of the items noted in this allegation was reportable as Campaign debt, and this was 
highlighted in the PDC-sponsored training that was attended by my campaign and the letter 
received by the PDC on June 7.  I received clear instructions by the PDC that do not match the 
allegations.  However, the PDC states that the failure to correctly disclose debts on the C-4 
reports does not rise to the level of a material violation warranting further investigation but to be 



June 28, 2017 
Page 2 
 
 

 
GSB:8799192.1 [99991.70746] 

compliance with your specific request that I amend my C-4, I have done so.  Attached as Exhibit 
2 is an Amended C-4. 
 
3. Regarding the refunds to the five contributors to my 2015 campaign to address apparent 
over-limit contributions you requested that I amend my C-4 which I’ve done so but I also have 

been in constant consultation with the PDC on now to navigate the ORCA software for my 2015 
campaign accounts because I’ve had operability challenges with the same.  As recently as June 
23 I have been email communications with my PDC representative on how I can correct the 
problem and made an in-person appointment for June 28 as the Software Specialist was not 
available last week but is available at that time.  At the time you receive this letter it is my hope 
that I will have amended the C-4 in question.  I’ve also attached confidential financial documents 

as Exhibit 3.   
 
4. The May 9, 2017 notice alleges that on my F-1 Personal Financial Affairs Statement 
filings, I failed to disclose reportable payments made to Forterra NW, including any amount 
made by the City of Tukwila. I have included a letter from the City of Tukwila as well as a 
confidential document from Forterra attached as Exhibit 4. 
 
Last year, Forterra NW created Forterra Strong Communities Fund Manager LLC, a Washington 
limited liability company that is owned 100% by Forterra NW (for ease of reference, I will refer 
to this entity as the Forterra LLC).  The primary purpose of the Forterra LLC is to serve as 
General Partner of Forterra Strong Communities Fund I, LP, a Delaware limited partnership, 
which is eventually intended to be an investor partnership but at this point has not yet engaged in 
any business and has no partners other than Forterra LLC.   
 
I am a volunteer Board member of Forterra LLC, which is a non-compensated position.  I am not 
an officer, employee or agent of Forterra LLC.  I derive absolutely no financial benefit 
whatsoever as a consequence of my involvement with Forterra LLC.  I do not receive 
compensation of any kind from the organization.  Participating in community, non-profit 
organizations is in the tradition of many decades of elected officials in our state.  I consult with 
the City of Tukwila Attorney on a frequent basis to make sure I am in compliance with all roles 
and responsibilities.   
 
 I realize that I did not fully complete all of the information on the Amended F-1 to describe 
what this is all about.  The PDC noted in their June 7 warning letter my continued good faith 
efforts to correct this and considered the matter closed and there is no need for additional 
investigation of this issue.  However, to comply with your recommended action I’ve amended 
my F-1 to include the amounts highlighted by your instruction.   
 
5. The May 9, 2017 notice describes a $396,000 payment to OneAmerica by the State of 
Washington to support the Washington New Americans program.  OneAmerica receives from 
the State of Washington $376,200 due to a 5% administrative fee on the $396,000 allocated to 
the Washington New Americans program.  The payment to OneAmerica by the State of 
Washington to support the Washington New Americans program was made in a business context 
to compensate/reimburse OneAmerica for real services performed in the state of Washington.  I 
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play no role in, or received no personal financial benefit from the administration of the 
Washington New Americans program operated by OneAmerica.  However, I understand how 
this should be reported on my F-1 and have attached an amended F-1 at Exhibit 5.   
 
As the PDC stated in their June 7, 2017 letter to me I have continued to make good faith attempts 
to comply with the law and I have corrected all the mistakes that have been brought to my 
attention as soon as I have become aware that they were required to be reported.  I believe I have 
been very forthcoming in acknowledging the mistakes and have made every effort I can to 
correct them.  I have been diligent in communicating with and seeking assistance of the PDC 
staff to correct and amend my campaign reports.  Nothing that I have done has been done with ill 
intent or any attempt to deceive.   
 
I trust that I have satisfied your request and would make myself available to provide more 
information it is important to me to comply with not only the PDC but with the Attorney 
General’s request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
De’Sean Quinn 
 
De’Sean Quinn 
  
c: Fox Blackburn, Compliance Coordinator, Public Disclosure Commission (with 

enclosures) 
 Greg Wong, Pacifica Law Group (with enclosures) 
 Rachel Turpin (with enclosures) 
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Toni Lince

From: Fox Blackhorn
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 12:16 PM
To: De'Sean Quinn
Subject: RE: Supplemental

Categories: Orange category

Okay, I want to ensure that I understand your situation fully so that I can best assist you. I have a few questions: 
 

1. You mentioned something about access to ORCA being non‐existent, could you elaborate on what you mean by 
that? 

a. The general process for refunding contributions would be to use ORCA go into the original C3, remove 
the over‐limit contribution, and input a corrected contribution at the limit. You’d then need to provide 
corrected C4s to reflect that change. Instructions for that process can be found here.  

2. The refunds that you made from personal funds, are they the refunds you mention in your response to 
Allegation 1, all made on April 27? Were any of these made from campaign funds? 

a. Any refunds that you made from your personal funds, we would want to see reported as an in‐kind 
contribution. Or, if you use campaign funds to reimburse for that expense per RCW 42.17A.445(2), we’d 
want to see that appropriate information. If it was made purely from campaign funds, then we’d just 
want to see the reporting get corrected. 

3. As far as reporting these refunds, have you taken action already to report these or are you seeking clarification 
on the proper route to report? 

a. If you don’t have access to ORCA, or a third‐party software with similar capabilities, then we may need 
to figure out a different process. If you can complete the above tasks however, then that should suffice 
for our purposes. 

 
Fox Blackhorn 
Compliance Coordinator 
360.753.1980 
 
From: De'Sean Quinn [mailto:deseanquinn@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 10:40 AM 
To: Fox Blackhorn <fox.blackhorn@pdc.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Supplemental 

 
I refunded the over the limit contributions to donors.  I self funded the majority of it from my personal funds 
and added to unused funds from the 2015 campaign where the over the limit occurred. 
 
On May 8, 2017 10:36 AM, "Fox Blackhorn" <fox.blackhorn@pdc.wa.gov> wrote: 

Mr. Quinn, 

  

Can you remind me of the specific details of your question? I will find the answer and get back to you. 
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Thank you, 

  

Fox Blackhorn 

Compliance Coordinator 

360.753.1980 

  

From: De'Sean Quinn [mailto:deseanquinn@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 9:03 AM 
To: Fox Blackhorn <fox.blackhorn@pdc.wa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Supplemental 

  

Mr. Blackhorn,  

  

  

As I mentioned when we spoke on the phone I wanted to make sure my reimbursements were in compliance 
with the PDC and access to ORCA is non-existent for reporting purposes.  I called Jennifer and I have not 
heard back.  I just want to make sure I'm in compliance. 

  

  

De'Sean  

  

On Fri, May 5, 2017 at 2:06 PM, De'Sean Quinn <deseanquinn@gmail.com> wrote: 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond. 

  

  

  

De'Sean  
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Toni Lince

From: De'Sean Quinn <deseanquinn@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2017 12:37 PM
To: Fox Blackhorn
Subject: Fwd: Supplemental

Categories: Orange category

Thank you Mr. Blackhorn my responses are below your questions.   
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Fox Blackhorn <fox.blackhorn@pdc.wa.gov> 
Date: Mon, May 8, 2017 at 12:15 PM 
Subject: RE: Supplemental 
To: De'Sean Quinn <deseanquinn@gmail.com> 
 

Okay, I want to ensure that I understand your situation fully so that I can best assist you. I have a few questions: 

  

1. You mentioned something about access to ORCA being non‐existent, could you elaborate on what you mean by 
that?  

a. The general process for refunding contributions would be to use ORCA go into the original C3, remove 
the over‐limit contribution, and input a corrected contribution at the limit. You’d then need to provide 
corrected C4s to reflect that change. Instructions for that process can be found here.  

2. The refunds that you made from personal funds, are they the refunds you mention in your response to 
Allegation 1, all made on April 27? Were any of these made from campaign funds?  

a. Any refunds that you made from your personal funds, we would want to see reported as an in‐kind 
contribution. Or, if you use campaign funds to reimburse for that expense per RCW 42.17A.445(2), we’d 
want to see that appropriate information. If it was made purely from campaign funds, then we’d just 
want to see the reporting get corrected. 

Sure the majority of the funds came from my personal ‐ $ 1300  

3. $859.00 came from existing campaign funds from 2015  
4. As far as reporting these refunds, have you taken action already to report these or are you seeking clarification 

on the proper route to report?  
a. If you don’t have access to ORCA, or a third‐party software with similar capabilities, then we may need 

to figure out a different process. If you can complete the above tasks however, then that should suffice 
for our purposes. 

I do not have access to the software  

  

Fox Blackhorn 


