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From: Phil Stutzman
To: "sales@landlprinting.net"
Cc: BG (Barbara Sandahl); Peter Lavallee; Kim Bradford
Subject: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
Date: Wednesday, August 09, 2017 2:58:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Letter to L&L Printing 8-9-17.pdf
Complaint from William Noland.pdf
Anonymous Flyer.pdf
RCWs and WACs for Letter 23288.pdf

Brian Snell,
 
I understand you are out of the office this week.  I am attaching a letter asking you to identify the
purchaser of services from L & L Printing for an election related flyer.  I am attaching copies of the
following documents: (I am also including links to the statutes and rule citations.)
 

Complaint
Anonymous Flyer
RCW 42.17A.345
RCW 42.17A.005(9)
WAC 390-18-050

 
As this is a current election issue, I would appreciate a timely response.  If you have questions,
please call or reply by email.  Thank you.
 
Phil Stutzman
 

Philip E. Stutzman
Sr. Compliance Officer
Direct Line: 360-664-8853
Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov
PDC Main No. 360-753-1111
Toll-Free in Washington State
1-877-601-2828
Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov
Follow us on Facebook!
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File a Formal Complaint - William Noland  
Williamnoland reported 2 days ago (Mon, 7 Aug at 5:30 PM) via Portal 
 


On 7/10/17 I received an anonymous flyer in the US Mail concerning Puyallup City Council member John 
Hopkins, alleging unlawful or unethical acts.  The flyer was not signed nor did it have any identifying 
information.  In my original correspondence with  the PDC, I attached a copy of the flyer.  I cannot attach 
a file at this time because I did not keep the flyer.  I am filing this complaint not because I am a supporter 
of John Hopkins; rather, I think it is cowardly, unethical and unlawful to smear a candidate for political 
office without identifying the sponsor of the mailing.  I have been advised by the PDC staff that they are 
now aware of the bulk permit holder.  As a consequence, it is my understanding that the PDC can make 
additional inquiries in trying to determine the sponsor of the mailing.  It is my hope that the sponsor of the 
mailing can be identified as a result of this complaint.  Thank you for your efforts to resolve this matter.  


 


 



https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/users/13011241034



		File a Formal Complaint - William Noland











RCW 42.17A.005 
Definitions. 


The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context 
clearly requires otherwise. 
 


(9) "Commercial advertiser" means any person who sells the service of communicating 
messages or producing printed material for broadcast or distribution to the general public or 
segments of the general public whether through the use of newspapers, magazines, television 
and radio stations, billboard companies, direct mail advertising companies, printing companies, 
or otherwise. 


(36) "Political advertising" includes any advertising displays, newspaper ads, billboards, signs, 
brochures, articles, tabloids, flyers, letters, radio or television presentations, or other means of 
mass communication, used for the purpose of appealing, directly or indirectly, for votes or for 
financial or other support or opposition in any election campaign. 


 
RCW 42.17A.345 
Commercial advertisers—Public inspection of documents—Copies to 
commission. 


(1) Each commercial advertiser who has accepted or provided political advertising or 
electioneering communications during the election campaign shall maintain documents and 
books of account that shall be open for public inspection during normal business hours during 
the campaign and for a period of no less than three years after the date of the applicable 
election. The documents and books of account shall specify: 


(a) The names and addresses of persons from whom it accepted political advertising or 
electioneering communications; 


(b) The exact nature and extent of the services rendered; and 


(c) The total cost and the manner of payment for the services. 


(2) At the request of the commission, each commercial advertiser required to comply with 
subsection (1) of this section shall deliver to the commission copies of the information that must 
be maintained and be open for public inspection pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. 


 


WAC 390-18-050 


Commercial advertisers—Public inspection of records. 


(1) Pursuant to RCW 42.17A.345, any person, without reference to or permission from the 
public disclosure commission, is entitled to inspect a commercial advertiser's political 
advertising or electioneering communications documents and books of account. 



http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.345





(2) No commercial advertiser shall be required to make available for public inspection 
information regarding advertising or electioneering communications prior to the time when the 
advertisement or communication has initially received public distribution or broadcast. 


(3) The documents and books of account that must be maintained open for public inspection 
pursuant to RCW42.17A.345(1) are: 


(a) The name of the candidate or ballot measure supported or opposed or the name of the 
candidate otherwise identified; 


(b) The name and address of the person who sponsored the advertising or electioneering 
communication; 


(c) The total cost of the advertising or electioneering communication, how much of that 
amount has been paid, who made the payment, when it was paid, and what method of payment 
was used; and 


(d) Date(s) the commercial advertiser rendered service. 


(4) In addition to subsection (3) of this section and pursuant to RCW 42.17A.345 (1)(b), the 
documents and books of account open for public inspection must include a description of the 
major work components or tasks, as specified in (a) through (f) of this subsection, that were 
required to provide the advertising or communications services. 


(a) For printers, reproducers and other persons who provide commercial duplicating 
services: Quantity of items, item description, design, layout, typesetting, photography, printing, 
silk screening, binding. 


(b) For mailing services: Quantity of items mailed, binding, stuffing, labeling, list or directory 
services, postage or delivery. 


(c) For broadcast media: Time and number of spot advertisements. If the broadcaster 
provides additional services such as copy writing, talent, production, and tape reproduction, 
some type of record or notation evidencing the additional service must be available. 


(d) For billboard or sign companies: Number and location of signs, design, printing and art 
work, erection/removal costs. 


(e) For specialty or novelty commercial advertisers: Quantity of items provided, silk 
screening, design, printing and art work. 


(f) For newspapers and other print media: Amount of advertising space and dates of 
publication. If the advertiser provides additional services such as design or layout, some type of 
record evidencing such additional services must be available. 



http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.345

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.17A.345
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From: sales@landlprinting.net
To: Phil Stutzman
Subject: RE: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:15:02 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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PDC Response Letter.pdf

Phil Stutzman,   Please see attached response letter.

Thank you

Brian Snell

 

                 
 
L & L Printing, Inc
1430 East Main Ste E
Puyallup WA 98372
(253) 848-5546
(253) 848-5547 fax 
sales@landlprinting.net 
www.landlprinting.net  

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
From: Phil Stutzman <phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov>
Date: Wed, August 09, 2017 2:58 pm
To: "sales@landlprinting.net" <sales@landlprinting.net>
Cc: "BG (Barbara Sandahl)" <barbara.sandahl@pdc.wa.gov>, Peter Lavallee
<peter.lavallee@pdc.wa.gov>, Kim Bradford <kim.bradford@pdc.wa.gov>

Brian Snell,
 
I understand you are out of the office this week.  I am attaching a letter asking you to
identify the purchaser of services from L & L Printing for an election related flyer.  I
am attaching copies of the following documents: (I am also including links to the
statutes and rule citations.)
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L&L PRINTING, INC.
1430 E. Main, Suite E  •  Puyallup, WA  98372


Bus: 253.848.5546  •  Fax: 253.848.5547
sales@landlprinting.net
www.landlprinting.net


August 11, 2017


Dear Mr. Stutzman,


My customer has assured me that they have received no money nor given any money to any candidate in this 
election and has provided the below statement.


Dear Public Disclosure Commission,


As a private citizen, I have merely shared information that is already in the public view (TV, Newspaper, 
Public Disclosure).  Since I am not connected to any candidate, I feel the PDC does not cover my actions and 
that your complainant is using the PDC to determine who sent the letter. I request you forward any court 
decision or case law that requires a private citizen to identify themselves to the PDC for mailing information 
on a seated elected official if they are not part of any campaign.


L&L Printing will comply with your response to the above statement.


Thank you


Brian Snell
President







Complaint
Anonymous Flyer
RCW 42.17A.345
RCW 42.17A.005(9)
WAC 390-18-050

 
As this is a current election issue, I would appreciate a timely response.  If you have
questions, please call or reply by email.  Thank you.
 
Phil Stutzman
 

Philip E. Stutzman
Sr. Compliance Officer
Direct Line: 360-664-8853
Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov
PDC Main No. 360-753-1111
Toll-Free in Washington State
1-877-601-2828
Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov
Follow us on Facebook!
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L&L PRINTING, INC.
1430 E. Main, Suite E  •  Puyallup, WA  98372

Bus: 253.848.5546  •  Fax: 253.848.5547
sales@landlprinting.net
www.landlprinting.net

August 11, 2017

Dear Mr. Stutzman,

My customer has assured me that they have received no money nor given any money to any candidate in this 
election and has provided the below statement.

Dear Public Disclosure Commission,

As a private citizen, I have merely shared information that is already in the public view (TV, Newspaper, 
Public Disclosure).  Since I am not connected to any candidate, I feel the PDC does not cover my actions and 
that your complainant is using the PDC to determine who sent the letter. I request you forward any court 
decision or case law that requires a private citizen to identify themselves to the PDC for mailing information 
on a seated elected official if they are not part of any campaign.

L&L Printing will comply with your response to the above statement.

Thank you

Brian Snell
President
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From: Phil Stutzman
To: "sales@landlprinting.net"
Cc: Peter Lavallee
Subject: RE: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
Date: Friday, August 11, 2017 5:20:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Letter to L&L Printing 8-11-17.pdf
Letter to L&L Printing 8-11-17.docx

Brian Snell
L&L Printing
 
Thank you for your quick reply.  I am attaching a letter responding to your letter and the concerns of
your client.  I will be out of the office until Wednesday, 8/23/17.  Please “Reply All” to this email with
your response so in my absence Peter Lavallee, PDC’s Executive Director, can evaluate the
information you send.  Thank you.
 
I am also attaching the Word version of my signed letter so you can access the links to the various
statutes and rules highlighted in the letter.
 
Phil Stutzman
 

Philip E. Stutzman
Sr. Compliance Officer
Direct Line: 360-664-8853
Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov
PDC Main No. 360-753-1111
Toll-Free in Washington State
1-877-601-2828
Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov
Follow us on Facebook!
 

From: sales@landlprinting.net [mailto:sales@landlprinting.net] 
Sent: Friday, August 11, 2017 12:14 PM
To: Phil Stutzman <phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
 
Phil Stutzman,   Please see attached response letter.
 
 
Thank you
 
Brian Snell
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Brian Snell

Page 2 of 1
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STATE OF WASHINGTON

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION



711 Capitol Way Rm. 206, PO Box 40908  Olympia, Washington  98504-0908  (360) 753-1111  FAX (360) 753-1112
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August 9, 2017

Email: sales@landlprinting.net

Brian Snell

L&L Printing

1430 E. Main Street, Suite E

Puyallup, WA 98372



Subject:  Complaint filed Against Sponsor of Anonymous Flier 



Dear Mr. Snell:



On August 7, 2017, the Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) received a complaint from William Noland concerning an anonymous flyer he received about Puyallup City Council member John Hopkins.  The PDC has been able to determine that L&L Printing is the owner of Bulk Mail Permit #8, which was used for mailing the flyer.  The flyer appears to have been mailed on or around July 5, 2017.  I am enclosing a copy of the complaint and flyer.  



We appreciate that you may want to protect the privacy of your business customers, but RCW 42.17A.345 requires commercial advertisers to disclose certain information to the public and to the Public Disclosure Commission.  I am enclosing copies of RCW 42.17A.345, WAC 390-18-050, and the definition of Commercial Advertiser found in RCW 42.17A.005(9).



In accordance with RCW 42.17A.345, please identify the name, address, telephone number, and email address for the person who paid for the services you provided concerning this flyer.  Also, provide the date services were provided, the date the flyer was mailed, and the total cost for producing and mailing the flyer.  Please provide a copy of the invoice for the services provided.



Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  If you have questions, please contact Phil Stutzman at (360) 664-8853, toll-free at 1877-601-2828, or by e-mail at phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov. 



Sincerely,





Philip E. Stutzman

Sr. Compliance Officer



Enclosures: Complaint & Flyer; RCW 42.17A.345 and .005(9); WAC 390-18-050

image1.png





                 
 
L & L Printing, Inc
1430 East Main Ste E
Puyallup WA 98372
(253) 848-5546
(253) 848-5547 fax 
sales@landlprinting.net 
www.landlprinting.net  
 

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: Anonymous Flier - Sponsor
From: Phil Stutzman <phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov>
Date: Wed, August 09, 2017 2:58 pm
To: "sales@landlprinting.net" <sales@landlprinting.net>
Cc: "BG (Barbara Sandahl)" <barbara.sandahl@pdc.wa.gov>, Peter Lavallee
<peter.lavallee@pdc.wa.gov>, Kim Bradford <kim.bradford@pdc.wa.gov>

Brian Snell,
 
I understand you are out of the office this week.  I am attaching a
letter asking you to identify the purchaser of services from L & L
Printing for an election related flyer.  I am attaching copies of the
following documents: (I am also including links to the statutes and
rule citations.)
 

Complaint
Anonymous Flyer
RCW 42.17A.345
RCW 42.17A.005(9)
WAC 390-18-050

 
As this is a current election issue, I would appreciate a timely
response.  If you have questions, please call or reply by email. 
Thank you.
 
Phil Stutzman
 

Philip E. Stutzman
Sr. Compliance Officer
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Direct Line: 360-664-8853
Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov
PDC Main No. 360-753-1111
Toll-Free in Washington State
1-877-601-2828
Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov
Follow us on Facebook!
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From: Kurt Young
To: Phil Stutzman
Subject: FW: Mailer in Puyallup featuring John Hopkins
Date: Thursday, August 24, 2017 4:52:19 PM
Attachments: Blank C-6 report.pdf

FYI
 

From: Kurt Young 
Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2017 10:54 AM
To: 'jlknutsen@comcast.net' <jlknutsen@comcast.net>
Subject: Mailer in Puyallup featuring John Hopkins
 
Mr. Knutsen,
 
This email is a follow-up to our telephone conversation yesterday afternoon concerning a
mailing you sent out that featured John Hopkins, incumbent Mayor of Puyallup and a
candidate seeking re—election to that office in 2017.
 
As we discussed , the PDC has received a complaint from William Noland concerning the
mailer described above, alleging that the mailer did not identify the sponsor as required by
RCW 42.17A.320, and that the costs of the mailer were not disclosed to the PDC (see copied
and pasted copy of complaint below).  PDC staff identified L & L Printing as the vendor who
was involved in the production and distribution of the mailer based on the bulk mail permit
number, and contacted L & L in order to determine the sponsor of the anonymous mailer, in
accordance with WAC 390-18-050 and pursuant to RCW 42.17A.345. 
 
Thank you for reaching out to the PDC staff after being contacted by a representative from L
and L Printing.   I have included the statutory definition of an “electioneering communication”
below, and bolded the relevant areas of the statute that pertained to the mailer you
sponsored.
 
RCW 42.17A.005(19)(a) "Electioneering communication" means any broadcast, cable, or
satellite television or radio transmission, United States postal service mailing, billboard,
newspaper, or periodical that:
(i) Clearly identifies a candidate for a state, local, or judicial office either by specifically
naming the candidate, or identifying the candidate without using the candidate's name;
(ii) Is broadcast, transmitted, mailed, erected, distributed, or otherwise published within sixty
days before any election for that office in the jurisdiction in which the candidate is seeking
election; and
(iii) Either alone, or in combination with one or more communications identifying the
candidate by the same sponsor during the sixty days before an election, has a fair market
value of one thousand dollars or more.
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Staff believes the mailer constitutes an electioneering communication that is required to be
disclosed on the Independent Expenditure/Electioneering Communications report (C-6 report)
as an Electioneering Communications (RCW 42.17A.305), for the following reasons:
 

1.  The mailer featured John Hopkins, a candidate on the August 1, 2017 primary ballot.
2.  The mailer was distributed within 60 days of the primary election.
3.  The mailer costs more than $1,000.

 
I have attached a copy of the C-6 report for you to review, complete and mail in to the PDC (FYI-  you
would need to check box 3 on the C-6 report for an electioneering communication).  PDC staff is
requesting that you file the C-6 report as soon as possible, and we would further request you
provide a written response to the allegations in Mr. Noland’s complaint by August 25, 2017.  Let me
know if you have any questions.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kurt Young
PDC Compliance Officer
  
 

File a Formal Complaint - William Noland
Williamnoland reported 10 days ago (Mon, 7 Aug at 5:30 PM) via Portal Meta

On 7/10/17 I received an anonymous flyer in the US Mail concerning Puyallup City Council member John Hopkins,
alleging unlawful or unethical acts.  The flyer was not signed nor did it have any identifying information.  In my
original correspondence with  the PDC, I attached a copy of the flyer.  I cannot attach a file at this time because I did
not keep the flyer.  I am filing this complaint not because I am a supporter of John Hopkins; rather, I think it is
cowardly, unethical and unlawful to smear a candidate for political office without identifying the sponsor of the
mailing.  I have been advised by the PDC staff that they are now aware of the bulk permit holder.  As a consequence,
it is my understanding that the PDC can make additional inquiries in trying to determine the sponsor of the mailing.
 It is my hope that the sponsor of the mailing can be identified as a result of this complaint.  Thank you for your
efforts to resolve this matter. 
 
PDC staff is requesting that you file the C-6 report as soon as possible, and we would further request
you provide a written response to the allegations in Mr. Noland’s complaint by August 25, 2017.  Let
me know if you have any questions.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kurt Young
PDC Compliance Officer
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Phil Stutzman replied 3 months ago (Mon, 28 Aug at 10:26 AM) 
Replied to : jlknutsen@comcast.net , cc : kurt.young@pdc.wa.gov, 
barbara.sandahl@pdc.wa.gov, kim....  
John and Laurie Knutsen, 
 
PDC staff has opened a case file for the complaint filed by William Noland on August 7, 
2017.  The complaint alleges that William Noland received an anonymous mailer concerning 
John Hopkins, a candidate for Puyallup City Council, on July 10, 2017.  The PDC has 
determined that the flyer was sponsored by John and Laurie Knutsen, that it was received by the 
public within 60 days of the August 1, 2017 Primary election, that it featured John Hopkins, a 
candidate in the Primary election, and that it had a fair market value of $1,000 or more.  Thus, 
the complaint is alleging that you may have violated RCW 42.17A.305 by not filing a C-6 report 
of electioneering communications (see definition of electioneering communications) within 24 
hours of mailing the flyer, and that you may have violated RCW 42.17A.320 by not including 
sponsor identification on the flyer. 
 
Kurt Young of PDC staff sent you an email on 8/24/17 with a copy of the complaint and a blank 
C-6 report.  He asked you to file the missing C-6 report as soon as possible, and to provide a 
written response to the complaint by 8/25/17.  I am also attaching a copy of the complaint and a 
copy of a blank C-6 form for reporting electioneering communications.  Please provide a written 
response to the complaint and file the missing C-6 report by September 8, 2017.   
 
PDC staff received a letter from you on 8/23/17, stating you have reviewed the RCWs and do not 
feel they apply to you.  Your letter was sent before Mr. Young's 8/24/17 email was sent.  If your 
letter, received 8/23/17, is your written response to the complaint, please confirm that fact by 
replying to this email.  If you would like to provide a separate written response, now that the 
PDC has opened a case file, please provide your written response by September 8, 2017, as noted 
above.  Thank you.  If you have questions, let me know. 
 
Phil Stutzman 
Sr. Compliance Officer 
(360) 664-8853 
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From: Phil Stutzman
To: "sales@landlprinting.net"
Cc: BG (Barbara Sandahl); Peter Lavallee; Kim Bradford
Subject: Flyer Produced and Mailed for John & Laurie Knutsen
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 4:52:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Letter to L&L Printing 8-9-17.pdf
Letter to L&L Printing 8-11-17.pdf

Brian Snell
L&L Printing
 
Thank you for reaching out to your client, John and Laurie Knutsen, and for informing us that they
would be contacting the Public Disclosure Commission.  We have been in contact with Mr. Knutsen
and are in the progress of resolving this matter.  Mr. Knutsen has filed a C-6 Report of Electioneering
Communications, as requested, disclosing his expenditures for the flyer and mailing.  As noted in my
August 9 and August 11, 2017 letters (copies enclosed) please submit a copy of the invoice for the
services you provided, and the date the fliers were mailed.  You may scan a copy of the invoice and
attach it to a reply to this email.  Please supply the requested document and information by
September 8, 2017.  Thank you.
 
Phil Stutzman
 
 

Philip E. Stutzman
Sr. Compliance Officer
Direct Line: 360-664-8853
Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov
PDC Main No. 360-753-1111
Toll-Free in Washington State
1-877-601-2828
Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov
Follow us on Facebook!
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From: sales@landlprinting.net
To: Phil Stutzman
Subject: RE: Flyer Produced and Mailed for John & Laurie Knutsen
Date: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 2:49:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20170906133728.pdf

Phil,  Attached is the copy of the invoice requested.  We delivered the mailing in 2 sections.
The first portion/section was delivered to the post office on July 5th. The second portion was
delivered on the 7th. 
 
 
Thank you
 
 

--------- Original Message ---------
Subject: Flyer Produced and Mailed for John & Laurie Knutsen
From: "Phil Stutzman" <phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov>
Date: 8/31/17 4:52 pm
To: "sales@landlprinting.net" <sales@landlprinting.net>
Cc: "BG (Barbara Sandahl)" <barbara.sandahl@pdc.wa.gov>, "Peter Lavallee"
<peter.lavallee@pdc.wa.gov>, "Kim Bradford" <kim.bradford@pdc.wa.gov>

Brian Snell

L&L Printing

 

Thank you for reaching out to your client, John and Laurie Knutsen, and for informing
us that they would be contacting the Public Disclosure Commission.  We have been in
contact with Mr. Knutsen and are in the progress of resolving this matter.  Mr. Knutsen
has filed a C-6 Report of Electioneering Communications, as requested, disclosing his
expenditures for the flyer and mailing.  As noted in my August 9 and August 11, 2017
letters (copies enclosed) please submit a copy of the invoice for the services you
provided, and the date the fliers were mailed.  You may scan a copy of the invoice and
attach it to a reply to this email.  Please supply the requested document and
information by September 8, 2017.  Thank you.

 

Phil Stutzman
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Philip E. Stutzman

Sr. Compliance Officer

Direct Line: 360-664-8853

Email: phil.stutzman@pdc.wa.gov

PDC Main No. 360-753-1111

Toll-Free in Washington State

1-877-601-2828

Website:  www.pdc.wa.gov

Follow us on Facebook!
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