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State law strictly prohibits contributions of more than 
$5,000 to political committees during the 21 days 
that precede a general election. Wash. Rev. Code § 
42.17A.420(1). According to the PDC website, with 
respect to the general election on November 7, 
2017, this period began on October 17, 
2017. https://www.pdc.wa.gov/last-minute-
contribution-restriction-begins-0. 
  
The contribution in question [Enterprise 
Washington’s Jobs PAC contributing $235,000 to 
Citizens for Progress Enterprise WA on 10/20/2017] 
clearly violates this prohibition. The contribution 
does not qualify for the exception in the Act for 
contributions made by, or accepted from, a bona fide 
political party. Wash. Rev. Code § 42.17A.420. Nor 
does the Ninth Circuit decision in Family PAC v. 
McKenna regarding the statute’s application to ballot 
measure committees have any bearing on the 
conduct at issue here. 
  
As a result, Cit for Progress Enterprise WA violated 
the law and must immediately return the amount 
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above $5,000 to Enterprise Washington’s Jobs 
PAC.  https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/publications/p
olitical-committee-instructions/prohibitions-and-
restrictions/contributions-last. Given the rapidly 
approaching date of the election and the clear 
violation at issue, it is vital that the PDC act quickly 
to enforce the 21-day contribution limit. 
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