
Complaint Description 

Peggyshepard reported an issue 3 days ago (Tue, 29 Jan 2019 at 9:47 PM) 
 
In 2017, Matt Larson ran for mayor of Snoqualmie. In June 2017 he had the City of 
Snoqualmie published 4 PSA videos on the City's YouTube site. 
  
According to the PSA Law (see below), the 4 YouTube videos (links below) are a violation of 
the law. 
  
PSA videos posted June 2017 

• https://youtu.be/UBoYVwzTJpw 
• https://youtu.be/Tdleyw5ngi8 
• https://youtu.be/1yNAxP8bjKc 
• https://youtu.be/UqP83nzvwig 

 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13017223028
https://youtu.be/UBoYVwzTJpw
https://youtu.be/Tdleyw5ngi8
https://youtu.be/1yNAxP8bjKc
https://youtu.be/UqP83nzvwig
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City of Snoqualmie's YouTube site where videos are posted 
https://www.youtube.com/user/SnoqualmieCityGovt 
  
PDC site that references the PSA law 
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/index-of-interpretations-by-subject/public-service-
announcements-state-elected-officials-and-municipal-officers 
  
King County Elections - 2017 election 
https://info.kingcounty.gov/kcelections/Vote/contests/candidates.aspx?cid=3196&candidateid
=3205&lang=en-US&pamphletson=true#cnd3205 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SnoqualmieCityGovt
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/index-of-interpretations-by-subject/public-service-announcements-state-elected-officials-and-municipal-officers
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/index-of-interpretations-by-subject/public-service-announcements-state-elected-officials-and-municipal-officers
https://info.kingcounty.gov/kcelections/Vote/contests/candidates.aspx?cid=3196&candidateid=3205&lang=en-US&pamphletson=true#cnd3205
https://info.kingcounty.gov/kcelections/Vote/contests/candidates.aspx?cid=3196&candidateid=3205&lang=en-US&pamphletson=true#cnd3205
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Section 703, Chapter 204, Laws of 2010 – “2010 PSA Law” 

Effective March 25, 2010, a new law was passed which will be codified in  RCW 
42.17A.   Section 703, Chapter 204, Laws of 2010 (“2010 PSA Law”).  It reads: 
No state-elected official or municipal officer may speak or appear in a public service 
announcement that is broadcast, shown, or distributed in any form whatsoever during the 
period beginning January 1st and continuing through the general election if that official or 
officer is a candidate.  If the official or officer does not control the broadcast, showing, or 
distribution of a public service announcement in which he or she speaks or appears, then the 
official or officer shall contractually limit the use of the public service announcement to be 
consistent with this section prior to participating in the public service announcement.  This 
section does not apply to public service announcements that are part of the regular duties of 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2016&year=2010
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=42.17A
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=42.17A
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2016&year=2010
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the office that only mention or visually display the office or office seal or logo and do not 
mention or visually display the name of the official or officer in the announcement. 
 
I have had email exchange with Kim Bradford at PDC, she has stated  
 
"While public service announcement is not defined in RCW 42.17A.575, our enforcement of 
that statute has followed the common understanding of a PSA as advertising that aims to raise 
awareness about a particular social issue (such as suicide prevention awareness or something 
similar). That is why I mentioned RCW. 42.17A.555, which could be the more relevant to 
questions about informational communications about city business." 
 
She does not reference section 703, but 575 and 555. I would like to see where  the distinction 
between informational communications and public service announcement is clearly defined.  
 
Merriam dictionary defines public service announcement as "an announcement made for the 
good of the public", in which case I would argue that any informational video published on the 
city's public facing official site would be classified as a public service announcement. 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 
It impacted the results of the 2017 mayoral election for the City of Snoqualmie. 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be found. 
In 2017, Matt Larson ran for mayor of Snoqualmie. In June 2017 he had the City of 
Snoqualmie publish 4 PSA videos on the City's YouTube site. 
 
According to the PSA Law (see below), the 4 YouTube videos (links below) are a violation of 
the law. 
 
PSA videos posted June 2017 
https://youtu.be/UBoYVwzTJpw  
https://youtu.be/Tdleyw5ngi8  
https://youtu.be/1yNAxP8bjKc  
https://youtu.be/UqP83nzvwig  
List of potential witnesses with contact information to reach them.  
 
Complaint Certification: 
I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that 
information provided with this complaint is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

 

https://youtu.be/UBoYVwzTJpw
https://youtu.be/Tdleyw5ngi8
https://youtu.be/1yNAxP8bjKc
https://youtu.be/UqP83nzvwig
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