
Tabatha Blacksmith replied to mgnaylor79@gmail.com (Mon, 26 Nov 2018 at 4:02 PM) 

 

Hi Michael, 

 

Thank you for your voice mail messages. I apologize for the delay in responding. Last week, I 

was working on a time-sensitive project and our office was closed on Thursday & Friday. I will 

be reaching out to you by phone shortly to answer any questions you might have but, first, I think 

it will be helpful to send you a list of questions to help facilitate the process.  

 

One of the criteria used to determine if an organization is acting as a “political committee” is the 

primary purpose test (PDC Interpretation No 07-02). We also look at an organization’s financial 

activities. To aid CANSS in determining if it has a registration requirement and, if so, what that 

requirement is, please provide the following information: 

 

1. What are CANSS' primary purpose(s) as stated in its governing document (e.g. Articles 

of Association) and its by-laws? Please provide copies. 

2. CANSS claims to be a 501c4 federal tax-exempt organization but we are unable to locate 

a record of its status on the IRS website. Please kindly provide copies of CANSS’ a) IRS 

Determination Letter verifying that 501(c)(4) status was granted; and b) its IRS Form 

1024 application 

 

3. What type of federal informational return (e.g. Form 990, 990-EZ or 990-N) did CANSS 

file with the IRS this year? If the organization filed anything other than a Form 990-N, 

please provide us with a copy. 

4. How much money did CANSS collect and expend to support or oppose candidates (e.g. 

Sheryl Miller, Karen Hardy, Wendy Beach, Mike Bell, Randall Michaelis) and/or ballot 

measures (e.g. I-1631) in the 2018 election year? 

5. How much money did CANSS spend to host the 7/13/18 fundraising event for Sheryl 

Miller in Newport? 

6. Did CANSS receive any funds or donations from the attendees of the 7/13/18 event? If 

so, how much money was raised and how were the funds expended? 

7. Please indicate the relationship between CANSS and the following individuals who 

posted on its Facebook page: Bri Christine, Devin Beach, Rick Hall, Sean Maesner, 

Sheryl Miller, and Jim Chandler. Specifically, are these individuals officers or members 

of the association? 

Please kindly email us answers to the above questions so they are received no later 

than Monday, December 3, 2018.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Tabatha Blacksmith 

Compliance Coordinator 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/agents/13018844135
mailto:mgnaylor79@gmail.com
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/index-of-interpretations-by-subject/primary-purpose-test-guidelines


360.586.8929 

 

To respond, please reply to this email. 

Washington Public Disclosure Commission 

http://www.pdc.wa.gov 

1.360.753.1111 

 

-- 

Washington State law established email as the PDC’s official means of communication as of 

June 7th, 2018 (RCW 42.17A.055). Filers have a duty to amend their reports within 10 days of 

any material changes, such as new e-mail addresses. Please ensure your e-mail address is up to 

date. 

 

http://www.pdc.wa.gov/


Mfrodden60 To "Tabatha Blacksmith" <pdc@pdc.wa.gov>(Fri, 30 Nov 2018 at 6:45 AM) 

 

Subject: Re: PDC - Citizens Against Newport Silicon Smelter: Alleged violations of RCW 

42.17A.205, .235 & .305 for failure to register as a political committee and report contributions, 

expenditures & electioneering communication. (EY 18 Oct 18) 

 

Description: 

Good Morning Tabatha, 

  

My name is Mike Rodden, I am a member of the Board of CANSS and have volunteered to be 

your point of contact for all of his. 

We mst last nigh and came up with as accurate of a response as we could. Please see the attached 

files. 

Should you have any further questions or need clarification, pleas feel free to contact me. 

  

Thank  you, 

 

Mike Rodden 

Mfrodden60@gmail.com 

103 Stanley Drive 

Newport, WA 99156 

208-946-3100 
 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/a/contacts/13023724773
mailto:Mfrodden60@gmail.com


1. The purpose of CANSS is to stop the proposed silicon smelter, provide factual information, and raise 

public awareness. You can visit our website at www.canss.org. Also, please see the attached document 

“CANSS Bylaws.pdf” 

2. CANSS does not claim to be a tax-exempt organization. Our tax information is in the attached 

document “Tax Information.pdf” 

3. We filed a 990-N, it can also be found in the attached tax information. 

4. We collected and spent $0.00 to support candidates. 

5. We did not host the 7/13/18 fundraising event for Sheryl Miller, nor did we contribute to it. 

6. We received and spent $0.00 from the 7/13/18 fundraising event. 

7. CANSS is not an association and all decisions are those of the board. Our Facebook page is for the 

public to post their ideas and opinions. The relationship of the people in question is as follows: 

Brie Christine - None 

Devin Beach - None 

Rick Hall - None 

Sean Maesner - None 

Sheryl Miller - Board Secretary until May 1. Resigned to run for office. Re-instated Nov 8. 

Jim Chandler - Vice Chairman of Board from May 23 to Nov 1. 

http://www.canss.org/


BY.LAVVS
OF

Citizens Against Newport Silicon Smelter
aka CANSS

ARTICLE I

Name & Purpose

The name of this Non-Profit Corporation shall be Citizens Against Newport Sllicon Smelter aka CANSS.
We are recognized by the Federal Government as 501c4 and are not Tax-Exempt therefore no tax
donation receipts are issued.

The purpose of C.A.N.S.S. shall be:

1. Stopthe proposed HiTest Silicon SmelterlHiTest Stlicon Metal Plant from entering into our
dense rural resjdential area;

2. Provide factual information;

3. Bring Public Awareness.

ARTICLE II

Board of ffiieers
The business affairs of this organization shall be managed and controlled by a Board of Otficers
hereinafter referred to as 'the Board'. The 'Board' shall consist of no more than seven (7) officers and
will be Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and three Officers.

Otficers must be dedicated to the purpose and be an active participant in the organization for a term of
one year beginning at the Annual Meeting of this organization held in October. The otficers shall be
elected by voice of the majority and may hold more than one office.

lf a vacancy occurs in the office of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman shall be given the opportunity to
decline or assume the office for the remainder of the term Vacancies in any other office shall be filled
at any General or Special meeting. Replacement officers shall serve the remainder of that term of
office.

Officers or Team Leaders may be asked to step down for not following the organization's By-Laws,
breach of confidentiality, disrespecting fellow Officers and bringing disunity to the organization. The
Otficer or Team Leader involved shall have the right to be heard by the 'Board' before a final decision
is made. A majority of the 'Board' must vote in the affirmative to remove the Officer or Team Leader.

A quorum in any meeting is three (3).

ARTICLE tII
'Voting

Each Officer is entitled to one vote. All voting is done by voice.
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AR.FhCE-E I'V
Duties of Officers

Chairman - duties shall be:

. Preside at meetings;

. Prepare Agenda;

.. Repfe*ent,the qrganization;

. Serve as an ex-officio member of all teams;

. Perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to this office.

Vice-Chairman - duties shall be:

. Preside in the absence of the Chairman;

o Ass,ist Ghairman as needed. in various tasks.

Secretary - duties shall be:

o Record the minutes of all meetings;

o Keep a file of all minutes and accessible at all times;

". lssue notices of meetings by text, email or p.hone, take minutes at 'Board' meetings and conduct
the,general'correo.pondenee at the direetisn and approral,of this organization;

Treasurer - duties shall be:

o Receive funds, make record of all funds, and make bank deposits. Write checks to pay for
expenditures. All checks must be signed by the Treasurer plus one other signatory on the bank
account whenever possible; if unable to do so, then agreement of writing the check must be
discussed wlth Chairman, Vlce-Chairman or other bank slgnatory.

c Transfer funds from PayPa[ account and Go Fund Me.

o Pick-up mail.

. Keep an itemized accounting of all receipts of funds and expenditures.

o Give a report at each regular scheduled Board Meeting.

,c Dutiffi nmy be rhared qilith another Mnk;signatory.

Officers - duties shafl be:

. Be in attendance at 'Board'and Volunteer meetings;

. Assist fellow Officers of the 'Board'.

ARTICLE V
Meetings

General meetings shall be held weekty or bi-weekly at such time and place as directed by the 'Board.

Annual Meetings shall be in October of each year to conduct election of Officers and all business deemed
necessary. The 'Board'will determine place and time of this meeting.

Special meetings may be called by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman at any time deemed to be in the best
interestof the or:ganizatlon hy the maj.orityof tlrc 'Board'atsuch time and place as agreed.
,CANS$ By-La*sCArnenM!04/34r'118 p€.€,e2of3



Soan o6py o,f Last pagr with signalures

eftrffiLtr1fir$

S# e# ?e@'E **w,6s W ss w &M *J
@! *s:{?re ffi d €6 w*e & wm*
ttren# tt* S l#r re d s Teri 1# Tesi?

€a r#*w is*ffi*lsse* **5a?w* *qsi*t*

SftTlSL€ 
'X

*Effi* ry @w*4#& **ry @

** Mre- *f fu $#et sk* *?
€fi E *W+r4 4#d **sse& {4, E4*& b€

,l1.i1..::1-

: *{ -x-



Department of the Treasury
lntemal Revenue Service
Tax Exempt and Govemment Entities

TT)Ct P.O. Box 2508, Room 4024
II(D cincinnati, oH 45021

Date: February 06,2018
Penson to Gontact: Customer Services
Contact telephone num ber: 877 -829-5500

Citizens Against Newport Silicon Smelter
P.O.Box 3529
Otdtown, ldaho 83822

We receivd your Fonn 8976, No,f'ce of lntent to Operate Under 5O1(c)(4), you filed on January 27,

2018. This ad<nowledgernent is not a determination by the IRS that you qualiry as tax-exempt
under lnternal Revenue Code (Code) Section 501(a) as an organization described in Code Section
501(cX4).

For irnportant information about your responsibilities, including recordkeeping, reporting, and
d isclosurc requ irements, go to www. i rs. g o_v/c h a rities .

lf you have questions, yor.! can caH Customer Services a|1477-829-5500.

Letter 5822 (1 1-2016)
Catalog Number 68839V
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CINCINNAT] oH 45999-0023

CITIZENS AGAINST NEWPORT SIL]CON
SMELTER
CANSS
PO BOX 3529
OLDTOWN, ]D 83822

Date of this notice: 1,0-23-201,7

Employer ldentif ication Number :

82-3175980

Form: SS-4

Number ,of this notice: CP 575 E

For assistance you may call us at:
1-800-829-4933

IF YOU WRITE, ATTACH TT{E
STUB AT THE END OF THIS NOTTCE.

WE ASSIGNED YOU AN EMPLOYER IDENTIF]CAT]ON NUMBER

Thank you for applying for an EmpJ-oyer Identlfication Nunrber (EIN). We assigned
you EIN 82-3175980. This EIN will identify you, your business accounts, tax returns,
and document,s, ev.en if you have no employees. Pleas,e keep thi's notice in your
peTlnanentr recoros.

When filing tax documents, pa)rments, and related correspondence, it is wery
important that you use your EIN and complete name and address exactly as shown above.
Any variation may cause a delay in processing, result in i-ncorrect informatj-on i-n your
account, or even cause you to be assj-gled more than one EIN. If the information
is not correct as shown above, please make the correction using the attached tear-off
stub and return it to us.

When you s,u-hTltted your application for an EIN, you checked the box indicaLing
you are a non-profit orga;nizatio4l. .Assigr:rirlg arr, EIN does not gnanL tax-exernpt statLls
to non-profit organizations. Publication 557, Tax-E"xempt Status for Your
Organization, has details on the application process, as well as informati-on on
returns you may need to fj-Ie. To apply for recognition of tax-exempt status under
Internal Rewenue Code Section 501(c) (3), organizations must complete a Form
1023-series application for recognition. A11 other entities should file Form LO24 if
they want to request recogniti-on under Section 501 (a) .

Nearly a1I organizations claiming tax-exempt status must file a Form 990-series
annuaf inforrnatlcn return (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) or notice (Form 990-N)
begir:ning with the year they legally form, even if they have not y,et applied for or
received recognition of tax-exempt status.

Unl-ess a filing exception applies Eo you (search www.irs.gov for Annual Exempt
Organization Return: Who Must File), you will lose your tax-exempt status if you fail
to file a required return or notj-ce for three consecutive years. We start calculating
this t.hree-year period from the tax year we assigned the EIN to you. ff that first
tax year isn't a fu11 twel-ve months, you're still- responsible for submitting a return
for that year- ai you didn't IegaIIy forrn in the same tax year in vlhich you c,bLained
your EIN, contact us at t.he pLrone number or address 1j-sted at the Eop,o'f this, letter.

For the most current informatj-on on your filing reguiremenEs and other j-mportant
information, wisit www. irs. gov/charities.
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IMPORTANT REvIINDERS:

* Keep a copy of this notj-ce in your permanent records. Thie notice is issued only
.ame time -@il the 13IS rrsi11 =ot be .ab1e to geu€=at-e ,a duplieate ,eopy for l,r@u. You
may give a c@py of this doqunrent. to anyone askirlE for proof of liour EIN.

* Use this EfN and your name exactly as they appear at the top of this notice on all
your federal tax forms.

* Refer to this EIN on your tax-refated correspondence and documents.

* Provide future officers of your organizaLion wj-th a copy of this notice.

Your name control associated with this EIN is. CITI- You wiII need to prowide
this information, alortg wiLh your EIN, if, yotl file youri rseLurr:n:s electroniically.

Tf you have questions about your EIN, you can contact us at the phone number or
address listed at the top of this notice. If you write, please tear off the stub at
the bottom of this notice and include it with your letter. Thank you for your
cooperation,

Keep this part for 1rcur records. CP 575 E {R.ew. 7-2'0O?)

Your Telephone Nr.rnber Bes.t Time to CaII DATE OEI TT{IS NOIT'CEj 70.-23-20L7
( I - PIOYER IDESITIFICA.TION NUMEER: 82-3175980

RM: SS-4 NOtsOD

Return this part with any correspondence
so we may identify your account. Pl-ease
correct any errors in your name or address.

]NTERNAL REVENTIE SERVTCE
CINCINNATI OH 45999-0023
LJ*"l,lJlrL'1,J.,l,l.Jl,'r*[[,,n,LIJJ, Ll,, I

CP 575 E

9999999999

CTTIZENS AGA]NST NEWPORT STLICON
SMELTER
CANSS
PO EOX 3'529
otul{]hlts, tD E3B22
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