
File a Formal Complaint - Alex Brooks 

Alexbgood27 reported (Mon, 8 Oct at 1:12 AM)  

According to RCW 42.17A.005, the agency in violation is a “local agency” known 

as Spokane GOP (Spokane County Republican Party) 

 

The Spokane county GOP are under the purview of the Major Political Party of the 

Washington State GOP as described in RCW 29A.04.086. 

 

According to WAC 390-05-290, both The Current (Spokane Valley) and The 

Splash (Liberty Lake) are defined as “mass Communication” due to their large 

audience reach. 

 

Under the General Requirements of the section Political Advertising on the PDC 

website, it states that “political advertising requires sponsor identification (a brief 

message that explains who paid for the ad).” It also says “All political advertising 

about a candidate for partisan office must identify the candidate’s party preference. 

There are no exemptions.” 

 

Also, according to the “Political Advertising Guide on the PDC website, under the 

subheading “Sponsor Requirements” it clearly states that “sponsor identification is 

required for political advertising. It goes on to explain the requirements for sponsor 

ID. It states “Print ads & websites - display sponsor ID and any party preference 

in an area set apart from the ad text on the first page of the ad.  Use at least 10-

point type; do not screen or half-tone the text.” The “meet and greet” ad has clearly 

violated these requirements. 

 

As you can see on both ads for the candidate meet and greet, they failed to list who 

paid for the ad. This ad was placed in both The Splash (a $350 ad) and The Current 

(a $350 ad). 

 

They also failed to indicate what party they were affiliated with. Since most of the 

invited candidates are in a partisan race, and since this is being hosted by the 

Spokane County GOP, they are required to indicate their party affiliation. 

 

You will see that the ad says to speak to Donna O’Leary. Donna is listed on the 

county GOP site (see screenshot submitted) as being affiliated with the county 

GOP as a district leader. 

 

https://wapdc.freshdesk.com/users/13011592519


There is a Facebook event made for this event. A comment further indicates that 

Donna O’Leary is a host of this event. Her post was shared to the Facebook event 

page listing the candidates who are going to be there. This includes candidates for 

Federal, State, and local races. 

 

I have attached screenshots of both ads, the Facebook event with comment from 

Donna O’Leary, a screenshot of her name on the Spokane County GOP website as 

being an affiliate as well as the official announcement from the Spokane County 

GOP website. I have also attached the price list for advertisements in The Splash 

and The Current, so you can verify the dollar amounts for the ads. 

 

I would also like to draw your attention to the Facebook Event. Notice that the 

event is being hosted by Leonard Christian. He is a current candidate and is listed 

on the Spokane County GOP website as a district leader. He is also the Chair for 

the PAC Republicans of Spokane County. 

 

At the filing of this complaint, I was unable to see who paid for the ads on any 

PDC report for any of the people and parties involved.  

Here are the links to the websites I’ve mentioned: 

Spokane County GOP: https://scrcc.nationbuilder.com/officers 

 

Republicans of Spokane 

County: https://rsc.nationbuilder.com/2018_membership_renewal 

 

Facebook 

Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/373303656543946/permalink/376072469

600398/ 

 

Meet and Greet event announcement and flier on Spokane GOP 

website: https://spokanegop.com/event/candidates-meet-greet/#.W7sH2WhKiUl 
 

 

What impact does the alleged violation(s) have on the public? 

The public has not been made aware of who is sponsoring an ad placed in at 

least two mass communication newspapers. The public is unable to track the 

money spent on that ad. 

https://scrcc.nationbuilder.com/officers
https://rsc.nationbuilder.com/2018_membership_renewal
https://www.facebook.com/events/373303656543946/permalink/376072469600398/
https://www.facebook.com/events/373303656543946/permalink/376072469600398/
https://spokanegop.com/event/candidates-meet-greet/#.W7sH2WhKiUl


 

List of attached evidence or contact information where evidence may be 

found 

Screenshots of both ads in both periodicals. The price sheet for placing an ad in 

each periodical. Screenshot of the Spokane county Republican website showing the 

hosts are part of the Spokane GOP party. A screenshot of the meet and greet 

announcement on the Spokane county GOP website. A screenshot of the Facebook 

event connecting Leonard Christian and Donna O’Leary to the event as hosts. 

Screenshots of the website called Republicans of Spokane County which is a PAC 

that Leonard Christian is the chair.   
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