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Complaint filed by Abe Jacobson on 10/22/15; Email: absjacobson1948@gmail.com  

Mr. Gary S. Jensen, candidate for Port of Bellingham commissioner, has filed no PDC reporting 

since 08-31-2015. Yet he has raised and spent more than $5000. so far. None of his reporting 

since 08-31-2015. For example, Mr. Jensen has not filed a c4 for the period ending October 12. 

Nor has he done electronic filing as is required for > $5000. 

 

In effect, the campaign of Gary S. Jensen is keeping the public entirely in the dark as to his 

finances. Given the amount of dark money currently flowing into the County I find this really 

troubling. The public is supposed to be able to monitor financing details on a timely basis in 

order to inform their vote. 
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Gary Jensen - Complaint by Douglas F Karlberg - Email: 

douglaskarlberg@yahoo.com  

Douglaskarlberg reported 3 months ago (Sun, 25 Oct, 2015 at 9:59 PM) via Portal 

Gary Jensen, the current Mayor of the City of Ferndale filed his public disclosure of campaign 

contributors on Oct. 22. They were due Oct. 12. Mr. Jensen is running for a Port of Bellingham 

Commissioners position.This offense is egregious, as this filing is right before the ballots are 

mailed and denied many voters this information prior to voting. 

 

An ongoing controversy over the proposed coal terminal plays a major role in voters decisions of 

whom to support. Mr. Jensen played coy and did not reveal that he was taking coal money until 

after many ballots had been filed in and returned. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Jensen has been filing handwritten forms, and should be filing electronically. 

Mr. Jensen was informed of this by private parties, and ignored their advice. Also when Mr. 

Jensen ran for the Mayor of Ferndale, he managed to file electronically. 

 

This last minute filing by coal industry supporters is becoming a pattern, and in this case may 

throw an election, as the only coal industry monies reported were after the ballots had been in the 

voters hands for a week. 

 

If Mr. Jensen had revealed his association with the coal industry prior to ballots being received 

by voters, or the coal issue was not a major and controversial issue, this may not have made a 

difference in this election, but unfortunately this is not the case. 
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November 6, 2015 

 

Mr. Phil Stutzman 
Washington State Public Disclosure Commission 
PO Box 40908 
Olympia, WA 98504-0908 
 
Re: Complaint filed by Mr. Abe Jacobsen 
Against the Committee to Elect Gary Jensen 
 
Dear Mr. Stutzman, 
 
I am the volunteer treasurer for Gary Jensen’s campaign.  I filed handwritten reports to the PDC 
throughout the campaign and did lag behind the last month and a half.  At the offset, I did request a filer 
ID and sent in all the paperwork for electronic signatures.  I did not receive anything back from the PDC 
and so rather than wait, I continued to file the reports via US Mail. 
 
My lack of experience was glaring in this endeavor and that is what it was…not an attempt to hide 
anything.  The ORCA system does have a steep learning curve and I’m afraid that I did not do well with it. 
I do have a notebook and all backup paperwork is neat and orderly and sequential.  The week before the 
election, I did receive several phone calls from folks asking about donors and I provided information and 
offered to meet folks to show them the “books.”  No one took me up on that offer and Mr. Jacobsen 
was not one of the callers. 
 
As you can see from the uploaded information, all donors were local folks with the exception of several 
unions based out of Seattle or Everett.  No money came to our campaign from out of state. 
 
I think of myself as a capable person but my dad has been suffering from congestive heart failure and 
over the summer months we almost lost him several times.  I have been distracted and truly attempted 
to do my best in this role for the campaign.  I take full responsibility for coming up short.   
 
Recently I joined the League of Women Voters and I have suggested that perhaps we could partner with 
the PDC to do some training on ORCA.  Being new to the elections process, I feel like I could have used 
some coaching.  Is that something you all would entertain?   
 
Please contact me should you have any further questions.   
 
In gratitude, 
 
Suzanne Nevan 
s_nevan@yahoo.com 
360-223-0788 
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