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October 31, 2016

Tony Yuchasz, tony@hdcc.org

Jesse Young, jesse@jyfsr.com

Paul Wagemann, paulwagemann@gmail.com
Teri Hickel, teri.h@comcast.net

Linda Kochmar, lkochmarl@aol.com

Janice Huxford, janice@janicehuxford.com
Mark Harmsworth, markharm@markharmsworth.com
Jeff Davis, jeffdavis@madisoncorp.biz

Mark Lamb, mark@northcreeklaw.com

Tom Perry, dawgperry@gmail.com

Nathe Lawver, nathe@lawver.us

Subject: RCW 42.17A.320(1) — Spoken party preference in political advertising videos

Dear Candidates and Consultants:

The Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) has received a large number of complaints this year
regarding RCW 42.17A.320(1); specifically, the requirement for spoken party preference and/or
sponsor identification in video, television, and internet political advertisements. We have
received complaints about the advertisements of each of your campaigns.

After an internal review, it appears that there is either confusion as to when candidate
information must be spoken in an advertisement rather than appearing on screen, lack of
guidance to the regulated community, or a conflict between our state statutes and prior PDC
interpretations. Given this situation, | have determined that the best course of action is to
review the advertising requirements regarding party preference, candidate identification, and
sponsorship information, and to work with the Commission on clear guidelines for the

community.

It will not be possible to start this review until after November. Therefore, in the meantime we
will not issue any decisions regarding spoken party preference and/or sponsor identification in
political advertising videos until the Commission issues its interpretation. All matters that have
been submitted to the PDC regarding this issue are now considered closed.
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Please note that all other political advertising requirements continue to apply, and candidates
must have party preference clearly visible in all advertising for partisan races — including yard
signs. If you have questions, you may contact Jacob Berkey, toll-free at 1-877-601-2828, or by

e-mail at Jacob.berkey@pdc.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

Evegi Eieldlng Lop% ;W
Executive Directo

€C: Public Disclosure Commission



