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“In his State of the City address, Seattle Mayor Ed Murray announced last week 
[2/21/17] he would ask voters to approve a $275 million property-tax levy to combat 
homelessness.  Murray cast the plan as his own, saying the city must double its homeless 
spending. Superwealthy entrepreneur Nick Hanauer, Murray explained, would help 
draw up the details.” 4 5

“Seattle Mayor Ed Murray says he wants to take the homeless emergency to voters 
directly, and will bypass City Council approval of the levy vote.  Murray made the 
comments Wednesday in an abrupt and bold change of policy towards addressing the 
state of emergency. Mayors will often send legislation to the council, which may refine a 
levy request before it is put on the ballot…He's expected to file the levy request with the 
City Clerk's office Wednesday afternoon and start collecting signatures next week to get 
it on the ballot. His campaign spokesperson Sandeep Kaushik, says he needs over 
20,000 signatures to qualify for the August ballot.” 6

“The venture capitalist says his Seattle-based think tank brought the idea to Murray and 
has been working on it for the last year.  ‘We just decided we were going to do something, 
and no one can stop that. And once that bus leaves the station, people can get on or get 
run over,’ Hanauer said in an interview…’We came to the mayor and said, ‘We are 
throwing down on homelessness,’ he said. ‘We said, ‘We are going to take something big 
to the ballot.’  The mayor was receptive, said Hanauer, who called the project a 
collaboration between his organization and City Hall.  ‘Mayor Murray is a friend of mine, 
and it’s all connected,’ Hanauer said. ‘This is not a secret plot. It’s a group of citizen 
activists and leaders thinking about what to do.’” 7

“Murray laid out his vision, which he said came from the Mayor's Homelessness 
Revenue Advisory Group…” 8

“In fact, I believe we must double the City’s spending on homelessness.  I have asked 
local entrepreneur and civic activist Nick Hanauer and Daniel Malone, the Executive 
Director of Downtown Emergency Services Center, along with Councilmembers Juarez 
and Bagshaw, to lead an advisory group that sends me a funding package within 14 days 
that achieves this goal.” 9

“The mayor is hoping to qualify a measure to put on the August ballot that would hike 
taxes on residential and commercial properties.” 10

“This package would raise an additional 55 million dollars per year, paid for by an 
increase in the commercial and residential property tax – around 13 dollars per month 
for the median household…I am inviting Council to join community leaders and me to 
help qualify this property tax measure for the August ballot.” 11

“City of Seattle officials on Wednesday fleshed out the details of their five-year, $275 
million property tax plan to fund Mayor Ed Murray's Pathways Home initiative to quell 
homelessness.” 12

“Murray is proposing spending 71 percent of the $275 million on rent subsidies and 
other programs to do this.” 13
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“Speaking in the Downtown Emergency Services Center Wednesday, Mayor Ed Murray 
gave a glimpse into how he and his administration would fight Seattle’s homelessness 
crisis…It’s Murray’s attempt at getting his arms around a ballooning homelessness crisis. 
At last count, 4,500 people were on Seattle’s streets. 14

“Bill Radke talks with Seattle Mayor Ed Murray about his plans for a five-year, $275 
million property tax levy to pay for additional homeless services…” 15

“City of Seattle officials on Wednesday fleshed out the details of their five-year, $275 
million property tax plan to fund Mayor Ed Murray's Pathways Home initiative to quell
homelessness.” 16

“The campaign was filed officially with the city on Wednesday and the group will begin 
collecting signatures next week, said Sandeep Kaushik, who is consulting for the 
campaign. They’ll need to collect 20,638 signatures to get the measure approved for a 
ballot in August, a task Kaushik said he expects to complete by mid-April.  He admitted 
that voters will have to be convinced before they can get behind the tax, but he also 
thought people would tend to support it.” 17

Murray has run at least one levy a year…he’s enlisting mega-millionaire entrepreneur 
Nick Hanauer to bankroll this tax hike campaign. I J
Backed by venture capitalist Nick Hanauer, the campaign will not lack for money.19

“Sandeep Kaushik, the mayor’s political advisor who will run the re-election effort, said 
Mayor Ed Murray is treating the upcoming campaign as if an opponent is going to 
surface at some point.” K L
Murray laid out his vision, which he said came from the Mayor's Homelessness Revenue 
Advisory Group, and calls for $275 million in additional spending on homeless services 
over five years…He's expected to file the levy request with the City Clerk's office 
Wednesday afternoon and start collecting signatures next week to get it on the ballot. His 
campaign spokesperson Sandeep Kaushik, says he needs over 20,000 signatures to 
qualify for the August ballot.21
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