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Lauren E. Staniar 

LStaniar@perkinscoie.com 

D. +1.206.359.3316 

F.   +1.206.359.4316 

 

June 1, 2017 

VIA EMAIL 

Micaiah Titus Ragins 
Compliance Coordinator 
Washington State Public Disclosure Commission 
Evergreen Plaza 
711 Capitol Way South #206 
Olympia, Washington 98504 
pdcsupport@pdc.wa.gov 
 
RE: PDC Complaint Against Teresa Purcell 

Dear Mr. Ragins: 

I write on behalf of Teresa Purcell in response to the Public Disclosure Commission (“PDC”) 
Complaint and corresponding citizen action notice filed against Ms. Purcell by Glen Morgan on 
May 2, 2017 (“May 2 Complaint”).  This letter constitutes Ms. Purcell’s response to the May 2 
Complaint.   

The May 2 Complaint alleges that Ms. Purcell’s C-4 expenditure form for March 2017 was due 
on April 10, 2016.  This cannot be the case, as April 10, 2016 is more than one year before 
March 2017.  Ms. Purcell filed a C-4 form in April 2017 in which she accurately reported a 
single campaign expenditure she made in March 2017, a time period that follows the conclusion 
of the election Ms. Purcell was contesting.  Even if Ms. Purcell filed this report on April 27, 
2017, as the May 2 Complaint alleges, there is no public harm caused by any short delay, and 
any such harm was cured by Ms. Purcell accurately reporting her March 2017 expenditure on her 
recently filed C-4 form. 

The May 2 Complaint alleges that Ms. Purcell failed to timely report a $500.00 payment to Mark 
Purcell—which Ms. Purcell reported as an expenditure in April 2017—as debt on “her 7 day pre-
general C4 and all subsequent C4s.”  Ms. Purcell paid Mark Purcell $500.00 for damage to her 
campaign office that Mark Purcell uncovered and reported to Ms. Purcell long after the 
campaign moved out.  Ms. Purcell reported that payment on her March 2017 C-4 form, the first 
C-4 form she was required to file since winding down her campaign in early-December 2016.  
See RCW 42.17A.235 (explaining that a candidate is obligated to file a C-4 form only if the 
candidate “has received a contribution or made an expenditure in the preceding calendar 
month”). 
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The May 2 Complaint next alleges that Ms. Purcell failed to timely report debt or expenditures 
for legal fees.  RCW 42.17A.235(2) only requires campaigns and political action committees to 
timely report expenditures; it does not require former candidates to report personal expenses.  
Ms. Purcell believes her legal fees are a personal expense, and she has treated them as such.  
Therefore, as far as Ms. Purcell is aware, the statute did not require her to disclose these 
payments as expenditures on any C-4 forms. 

The May 2 Complaint alleges that several of Ms. Purcell’s C-4 forms “lack[] complete addresses 
for expenditures to Melissa Vincent” and the “Go Forth Committee,” and urges that “Purcell 
must amend these reports to include the addresses immediately.”  Ms. Purcell recently filed 
amended C-4 forms in which she included complete addresses for expenditures to Melissa 
Vincent.  Those forms are attached here as Exhibit A.  The address for Go Fourth Committee is 
P.O. Box 783, Longview, Washington, 98632.   

The May 2 Complaint likewise alleges that Ms. Purcell’s C-4 forms lack complete addresses for 
expenditures associated with “MULTIPLE newspapers and radio stations.”  Ms. Purcell did not 
make payments directly to the referenced media outlets.  Instead, she paid her vendor, Free 
Range Productions, which purchased media slots on her behalf.  Invoices for the payments Ms. 
Purcell made to Free Range Productions are attached here as Exhibit B.  Ms. Purcell’s C-4 form 
No. 100757483 (attached here as Exhibit C) discloses an address for Free Range Production.   

Finally, the May 2 Complaint alleges, without factual or legal basis, that a $200 payment to the 
Go Fourth Committee of Longview, Washington was “an illegal expenditure of campaign funds 
for personal purposes.”  Ms. Purcell’s campaign committee donated $200 to the Go Fourth 
Committee in connection with Ms. Purcell’s participation in the Longview Fourth of July parade 
as a political candidate.  The May 2 Complaint fails to explain why this payment was illegal.  It 
was not.  

Ms. Purcell is eager to resolve these issues amicably, without further legal action.  To that end, 
we are happy to provide the PDC whatever documents the PDC needs to close this case.  Please 
confirm that you received this correspondence, and do not hesitate to reach out to me directly if 
you have any questions.  
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Ms. Purcell reserves all rights and remedies. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Lauren E. Staniar 

LES 
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EXHIBIT B 

  



FrH Itani• Productions Inc 

POBoxZ727 
Vashon, WA 98070 

Bill To 

People for Teresa Purcell 
P.O. Box 1670 
Longview, WA 96632 

Quantity 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Wlllipa Harbor Herald 

1 MEDIA: NEWSf' APER BUY 
Vendor: Grays Harbor Herald 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Town Crier 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Wehkiamkum Eagle 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Pacific County Press 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Chinook Observer 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: South Beach Bulletin 

1 MEDIA: NEWSPAPER BUY 
Vendor: Columbia River Reader 

cl« 

I 

P.O. No. 

Description 

. 7 o c« 
4f "f v I L 

. 0 I 1/tJ 
,/ l 

D ~,_{,,.ft 

Invoice 

Date Invoice# 

10/6/2016 1438 

Terms Project 

Due on receipt 

Rate Amount 

2,230.60 2,230.60 

3,550.60 3,550.60 

1,561.75 1,561.75 

1,497.20 1,497.20 

825.00 825.00 

1,936.35 1,936.35 

1,056.80 1,058,80 

1,520.00 1,520.00 

Total $14,180.30 



FrH IHI• Productions Inc 

PO Bo" 2727 
Vashon, WA 98070 

Bill To 

People for Teresa Purcell 
P.O. Box 1670 
Longview, WA 98632 

Quantity 

1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KUKN 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KLOG 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8101.5FM 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KRQT 
1 Media:l0/3-11/8 KBAM 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KLYK 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KPPK 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KXXK 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KDUX 
1 Media:l0/3-11/8 KJET 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KSWW 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KANY 
1 Media: 10/3-11/8 KSWW 

Description 

1J 
rof'.f ¢-to 
c t1111 

q,\.\~ J 

\\J.\lr(b 

Date 

10/4/2016 

~l~~ 
• 

P.O. No. Terms 

Due on receipt 

Rate 

1,957.25 
1,957.25 
1,957.25 
1,628.00 
1,332.00 
1,406.00 
1,628.00 
1,859.66 
1,859.76 
2,850.00 
2,850.00 
2,382.00 
2,002.00 

Total 

Invoice 

Invoice# 

1435 

Project 

Amount 

1,957.25 
1,957.25 
1,957.25 
1,628.00 
1,332.00 
1,406.00 
1,628.00 
1,859.66 
1,859.76 
2,850.00 
2,850.00 
2,382.00 
2,002.00 

$25,669.17 
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