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To:     Commission Members 
 
From:    Micaiah Ragins, Compliance Coordinator 
 
Date:      October 16, 2017 
 
Re:         Request for Review from a candidate for the Whatcom Fire Protection District 21 

   Fire Commissioner, Reid Campion, PDC Case 22599 

 

Agenda Item  

 
On August 23, 2017, Reid Campion, a candidate for Fire Commissioner of Whatcom Fire 
Protection District 21, was found in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 by failing to timely file a 
Personal Financial Affairs Statement (F-1 report), and RCW 42.17A.205 by failing to timely file 
a Candidate Registration (C-1 report), due to be filed within two weeks of becoming a candidate, 
or no later than June 2, 2017.  At that hearing, the Presiding Officer assessed a $500 penalty, 
which Reid Campion requests be reviewed by the full Public Disclosure Commission. 
 

Background 

 

• Reid Campion is a first-time candidate for Fire Commissioner of the Whatcom Fire 
Protection District 21.     

• As a candidate for election, Campion was required to file both a Personal Financial Affairs 
Statement (F-1 report) disclosing financial activities for the preceding twelve months, and a 
Candidate Registration (C-1 report), within two weeks of becoming a candidate, or not later 
than June 2, 2017.    

• On August 23, 2017, a Brief Enforcement Hearing was held in which the Presiding Officer 
found Reid Campion in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 for failing to timely file an F-1 report, 
and RCW 42.17A.205, for failing to timely file a C-1 report.  The Presiding Officer assessed 
a $500 penalty in accordance with WAC 390-37-143, the penalty schedule adopted by the 
Commission, which was payable within 30 days of the date of the Order. 
 

• The initial Order was entered September 5, 2017. 
 

Request for Review/Reconsideration 

• On September 27, 2017, PDC Staff received a phone call from Reid Campion requesting a 
review of the initial order and a waiver of the $500 penalty in PDC Case 22599, on the basis 
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that he attempted to file both the C-1 and F-1 reports through email prior to the hearing date 
and did not understand that fax or email was not approved for filing purposes.  

• Reid Campion emailed the C-1 and F-1 reports on July 27, 2017, before the August 2, 2017 
hearing notice was sent out, and before the August 23, 2017 brief hearing was held.  He 
stated that he thought it was acceptable to email the missing reports. Mr. Campion also stated 
over the phone that the $500 penalty would cause an undue financial hardship for him and his 
family as a single father with four children.  He stated that he works as a carpenter in a 
secluded area, and filing electronically has been an obstacle for him due to limited fiber optic 
lines and related internet connectivity issues.     
 

• There is no record in which PDC staff advised Reid Campion that it was acceptable to submit 
the reports by email or by fax without filing electronically or through postal mail. There is 
only email correspondence showing Reid Campion being informed by PDC Staff to send the 
documents through postal mail or by filing electronically.    

 

• The missing C-1 and F-1 reports have not been received through an approved filing method 
as of the date of this memorandum.  On October 16, 2017, after an additional reminder from 
PDC staff, Mr. Reid Campion agreed to send the C-1 and F-1 reports by postal mail delivery.   

 

Staff Recommendation/Comments 

 

• PDC Staff recommends that the Commission suspend the $500 penalty if both the C-1 and  
F-1 reports have been properly filed prior to the October 26, 2017 Commission meeting. The 
basis for this recommendation is that Reid Campion had attempted to file the missing reports 
with the PDC through email, but has demonstrated a genuine misunderstanding of the 
process for filing C-1 and F-1 reports; he may also have technological obstacles in his 
location with filing electronically. This recommendation also considers the concern that Mr. 
Campion has expressed over the phone and in his reconsideration letter about the financial 
hardship that may result from a $500 fine.  

 
      Attachments: 

 
      Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order Imposing Fine (PDC Case 22599) 
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