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To:     Commission Members 

 

From:    Micaiah Ragins, Compliance Coordinator 

 

Date:      November 27, 2017 

 

Re:         Request for Review from the Fire Commissioner candidate of the Pend Orielle 

   Fire Protection District 04, David Tellessen, PDC Case 22774 

 

Agenda Item 

 

On August 23, 2017, David Tellessen, a candidate for Fire Commissioner of the Pend Orielle 

Fire Protection District 04, was found in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 by failing to timely file a 

Personal Financial Affairs Statement (F-1 report) due to be filed within two weeks of declaring 

candidacy or no later than June 2, 2017, disclosing financial information for the preceding twelve 

months.  At that hearing, a $250 penalty was assessed, which David Tellessen requests be 

reviewed by the full Public Disclosure Commission.  (See Exhibit 1).  

 

Background 

 

• David Tellessen was a first-time candidate for Fire Commissioner of the Pend Orielle Fire 

Protection District 04.    

• As a candidate for election, Tellessen was required to file a Personal Financial Affairs 

Statement (F-1 report) disclosing financial activities for the preceding twelve months within 

two weeks of declaring candidacy or not later than June 2, 2017.    

• On August 23, 2017, a Brief Enforcement Hearing was held in which the Presiding Officer 

found David Tellessen in violation of RCW 42.17A.700 for failing to file an F-1 report for 

the preceding twelve months. David Tellessen was assessed a $250 penalty in accordance 

with WAC 390-37-143, the penalty schedule adopted by the Commission, which was payable 

within 30 days of the date of the Order. 

 

• David Tellessen was not required to file the C-1 candidate registration because the 

jurisdiction had fewer than 5,000 registered voters.  

 

• The initial Order was entered September 5, 2017, but not properly served until October 24, 

2017.  (See Exhibit 2). 
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Request for Review/Reconsideration 

 

• On July 5, 2017, the PDC Staff mailed a warning letter concerning the missing F-1 report to 

the address provided by the Pend Oreille County elections office, through the Secretary of 

State’s office.  (See Exhibit 3). The warning letter was not returned to the PDC office by the 

postal service.  The warning letter was mailed to 13721 Westside Calispell Road, Usk, WA 

99180.      

      

• On August 2, 2017, PDC Staff mailed a hearing notice to the same address that the warning 

letter was mailed to. The hearing notice was not returned to the PDC office by the postal 

service. The hearing notice was mailed to 13721 Westside Calispell Road, Usk, WA 99180. 

 

• On September 5, 2017, PDC Staff mailed the Initial Order to the same address. The Order 

was not returned to the PDC office by the postal service. The Order was mailed to 13721 

Westside Calispell Road, Usk, WA 99180. 

 

• On September 26, 2017, PDC Staff received notification from the Department of Enterprises 

Services (DES) that the invoice was returned to DES by the postal service with a note which 

stated, “Attempted Not Known.”  (See Exhibit 4). 

 

• On October 16, 2017, PDC Staff mailed the Initial Order for a second attempt, using a 

different address that was found using online whitepages. PDC Staff were unable to contact 

David Tellessen by phone or email to verify his mailing address since no other contact 

information was provided. The Order was mailed to 3708 North Arden Road, Otis Orchards, 

WA 99027. 

 

• On October 23, 2017, PDC Staff received contact from David Tellessen by phone and were 

informed that he received the Initial Order because the document had been mailed to his 

parents’ residence using the Otis Orchards mailing address. David Tellessen explained that 

the address that he used to register as a candidate was his physical residence, since the 

declaration of candidacy form had a section for “residential” address, but not “mailing” 

address. 

 

• On October 24, 2017, PDC Staff mailed the Initial Order for a third attempt, using the P.O 

box address provided by David Tellessen over the phone. The address successfully served 

was P.O Box 633, Newport, WA 99156. 

 

• On October 25, 2017, PDC Staff received a written request for review of the Initial Order 

from David Tellessen, on the basis that he was unaware that the PDC had been attempting to 

contact him due to the mailing address discrepancy. He worked with PDC staff to resolve the 

noncompliance when he discovered the violation.    

 

• On November 1, 2017, David Tellessen electronically filed the missing F-1 report.  (See 

Exhibit 5).  The results for the election posted on the Pend Orellie county elections website 

shows that Mr. Tellessen received 201 votes to his opponent’s 206 votes.  (See Exhibit 6).   
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Staff Recommendation/Comments 

 

• PDC Staff recommends that the Commission waive the $250 penalty assessed, on the basis 

that David Tellessen does not appear to have been properly served with the hearing notice for 

the August 23, 2017 Brief Enforcement Hearing. Mr. Tellessen cooperated with PDC Staff in 

filing the F-1 report after contact was established.   

 

Exhibits: 

 

Exhibit 1   October 25, 2017, written request for review from David Tellessen 

 

Exhibit 2  Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order Imposing Fine (PDC Case 22774) 

 

Exhibit 3   December 4, 2017, Secretary of State candidate declaration list 

 

Exhibit 4   September 26, 2017, Department of Enterprises Services returned invoice notification.  

 

Exhibit 5   November 1, 2017, F-1 personal financial affairs statement 

 

Exhibit 6   November 27, 2017, Pend Oreille County ballot results for David Ryan Tellessen 



From: ryan tellessen [mailto:rynotell@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2017 11:58 AM 
To: Micaiah Ragins (PDC) <micaiah.ragins@pdc.wa.gov> 
Subject: David Tellessen, case 22774 
  
Dear Board, 
 

I am writing this  letter in response to PDC Order, Case 22774 which is in 
regards to me not submitting f-1 form. I honestly had no idea that this was 
required of me. I was not informed of this when I filed for the position at our 
local agency.  I had not received any letters or phone calls from the PDC until 
your agent was able to track my parents phone number and address. As soon 
as I found out this was needed I attempted contact with Micaiah and we 
played phone tag for a few days. I honestly believe the reason my contact 
information was wrong is because my mailing address is in Newport which is 
a different location from my physical address. I used my physical address to 
support my bid for the fire commissioner position. As soon as I found out 
what was needed from me I started filling out the F-1 form online. By the time 
you read this it will have been submitted this form. I understand I am at your 
mercy, please understand I had no idea that I needed to fill out any other 
forms than what was needed locally. With that said it is my request that you 
please void the $250.00 dollar fine you have imposed. If at any point in the 
hearing you would like to contact me my phone number is (509) 951-1227. 
 

I live on the east side of the state along the Idaho border therefore, I do not 
have the option to make it to the hearing due to work and financial reasons. 
 

At your mercy, 
David Ryan Tellessen  
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BallotName FirstName LastName OfficeName JurisdictionName ReportingName Email

LeadCountyNa

me Phone MailingAddress MailingCity

Mailing

State

MailingZi

pCode

RYAN TELLESSEN David Tellessen FIRE COMMISSIONER Fire District - 04 FIRE COMMISSIONER #2 Pend Oreille 13721 Westside Calispell Rd Usk WA 99180

Clerk ADAMS COUNTY Clerk

Commissioner District PORT DISTRICT 1 Commissioner District 1

Commissioner Position HOSPITAL DISTRICT 2 Commissioner Position 3

Commissioner Position 5 HOSPITAL DISTRICT 2 Commissioner Position 5 

Commissioner Position HOSPITAL DISTRICT 3 Commissioner Position 3

Commissioner Position HOSPITAL DISTRICT 3 Commissioner Position 5
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From: Bartoldo, Betti (DES) [mailto:betti.bartoldo@des.wa.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2017 11:50 AM 

To: Jana Greer, Administrative Officer <jana.greer@pdc.wa.gov> 

Subject: 082-PDC Returned Invoices Shellhamer Tellessen 

 

Good Morning, 

 

We have received the attached invoice back in the mail.  The postal note for Mr. Shellhamer 

states, No Such Street Unable to Forward and Mr.  Tellessen’s states, Attempted Not Known. 

 

Thank you, 

Betti 

 

 

Betti Bartoldo ���� Revenue Management – Fiscal Analyst ���� 360.407.7967 

DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE SERVICES  ���� 1500 JEFFERSON STREET #3246 / MS#41460 

����  OLYMPIA, WA 98504   
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